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CHURCH AND KINGDOM

Any careful reading of the New Testament would indicate there are
many references to the Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God.
For most of us this information slides over us and we relegate these
phrases to something in the future or terms meant to represent the
church as we know it.

Our understanding has developed where there is no distinction
between the term “"church and “kingdom”. When we look at the
Biblical significance we can see how our lack of understanding has
taken us upon a course from which we need to recover.

There is no lack of prophecy indicating great changes are coming to
the church and to those of us who are believers. The important
feature is, we must understand what has happened and what the
changes ought to be

Everyone today is talking about the need for the church to change but
not many people understand what would the change look like and
why. A majority of church people, including the leaders, desire to
balance between what we have known and grown up with. In many
cases what has been handed down from the reformation or since the
days of Rome.

13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?"

14 They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and
still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets."

15 "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say | am?"

16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God."

17 Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was
not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And | tell
you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 | will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."
20 Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the
Christ. Matthew 16:13-20 NIV



Jesus said that upon the truth that Peter had just announced that He
would establish His church. This truth was the revelation Peter
received from the Father that Jesus is the Son of God, the Christ.

In the Greek the term church is “ek-klesia”. “ek” is out, “klesia” is
called, so the called out.

Jesus spoke and used the word “ek-klesia” which we have translated
“church” “On this rock I will build my church.” Jesus used a word, in
the Greek, that meant “the called out”.

There is no place in the Scripture where the use of the word “church”
refers to anything but “the called out”. The following reference shows
the “called out” is also referred to as the body of Christ.

22 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23 For the
husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church,
his body, of which he is the Savior. Eph 5:22-23NIV

There is no Biblical definition of “church” that is different from “the
called out” or the “church which is His body”. How did we get the
word “church”?

The English language evolved from the roots of the Romance
languages, the languages of Greece and Rome. A number of other
European languages have the same origins. For example the French
word for church is “eglise”. The Spanish is “iglesia”

Swedish or Norwegian uses the word “kyrka”. Scottish uses the word
“Kirk”.

The answer comes from English history. When Henry VIII was king
of England he was a Roman Catholic monarch. Upon his death, his
first daughter; Mary Queen of Scots, ruled for a brief time, followed by
Henry’s illegitimate daughter Elizabeth.

Elizabeth was the daughter of Anne Boleyn, one of Henry’s seven
wives. When Elizabeth came to the throne, England was in a state of
confusion.



Mary, Queen of Scots had tried to return England to Roman
Catholicism. Henry broke with the Roman church because he could
not get a divorce from Catherine of Aragon, the mother of Mary,
Queen of Scots. At that time Anne Boleyn was pregnant, close to
delivering the women who would be called Elizabeth.

Upon Henry’s death, Mary the daughter of Catherine of Aragon came
to the throne for a short time, followed by Elizabeth in 1555.
Elizabeth ruled until she died on March 24, 1603. During that time
England did not return to Roman Catholicism but did not overtly
encourage Protestantism. Elizabeth did encourage the English to
become distinct as a people.

When Elizabeth died the question of whether England would remain
on the path of Protestant reform or return to the Roman Catholic fold
was an unsettled question.

Later in the year of 1603, James VI of Scotland came to the throne as
James | of England. Pressure was put on him to decide if the country
would return to Roman Catholicism or continue towards
Protestantism.

Because he was James VI of Scotland it was reasonable to assume
he was under great pressure from the Scottish Presbyterians, who
had supported his succession and claim to the British throne.

Early in his reign there was a plot to assassinate him, known as the
Gunpowder Plot. A man named Guy Fawkes was found amid barrels
of gunpowder underneath the House of Parliament, planning to
assassinate James when he would attend the opening session of
Parliament.

When the plot was discovered it was reported Guy Fawkes was part
of a Roman Catholic conspiracy. James was satisfied with the
information and decided he had no friends among the Catholics. He
concluded to move England towards Protestantism and expel the
Roman Catholics.



Until that time the Bible used in English churches was the Latin
Vulgate, the official Bible of the Roman church. Because of its
association with the Roman church it was seen by James, as a
necessity to create a Bible in the tongue of the English people.

At the Hampton Court Conference in 1607-1608, James
commissioned the Conference to produce a Bible written in the
tongue of the English people.

In 1611 a Bible was produced by the commission and dedicated to
King James | of England. It became known then as it is today; “The
King James” version of the Scriptures.

No other version of the Bible was written under such political factors.
Accuracy was often substituted for familiarity. When they came to the
word; “ek-klesia” they used the Germanic word: “kirk” or “kirche”
which was already in vogue because everyone knew what a church
was.

A church, typically, was a structure in the style of Gothic architecture
with stained glass windows. When they translated the word Jesus
used, “upon this rock I will build my “ek-klesia”, they translated it: “I
will build my “kirche”... my building, my structure.

Jesus always intended something else. It was never in the mind of
the Lord to consider the “church” as a building or an institution. The
“church” was always supposed to be “the called out” — those whom
Jesus would call out of the world and would establish according to the
foundations of authority He got from the Father.

The “church” was never meant to be a building or an institution. It was
always meant to be a people. When, in the Scriptures, you read the
word “church” it always refers to “the called out”.

We started on the wrong foot when we concluded what the church is.
The fashion of building buildings and establishing institutions is un-
Biblical. It is an attempt to form consensus and government based
upon the will of the people and the favor of the government rather
than on what the Kingdom actually is. The Kingdom is the



government of God and the grant of authority from the Lord Jesus
Christ.

The word “church” relates to the people. The word “Kingdom” relates
to the authority by which the people of God are meant to be
governed. We are meant to be governed by a sovereign grant of
authority from the Almighty God granted to the Lord Jesus Christ who
has given that authority to men.

The model of the institution and the building pre-dates the English
translation. That model was given by a grant of authority by the
government of Rome in 313 A.D. Constantine gave the church the
authority and support of the Roman government to establish it as an
institution that mirrored the structure of the Roman Empire.

In 85 A.D. a Roman emperor named Domitian came to the throne. He
launched against the body of Christ (the “called out”) a most virulent
persecution. The persecution was more than the public executions of
Christians in the Hippodrome but outlawed Christianity in the Roman
Empire. It took the civil rights of Christian, forbade them to hold
public office, own property, and to assemble.

This condition of outlawing Christians throughout the Roman Empire
continued until 313 with the Edict of Toleration passed by
Constantine. Constantine gave property, power, treasures, buildings,
offices and legitimacy to the church because Christianity was the only
cohesive force throughout the Empire. Constantine offered to the
“church” what it already had.

It had already overcome the power and the attacks of the Roman
Empire. It was a plan of the enemy to change the basis of the
government of God from a basis of authority granted by God to the
Lord Jesus Christ, by which Jesus would establish His “church”
(those who were called out) those who would leave the world and
follow Him.

The distinction between “church” and “kingdom” has fallen down. We
simply cannot add new things to the church as we know it. The
structure was established by Constantine and has been periodically
reinforced at the favor and good will of nations throughout history.



When the Holy Roman Empire collapsed, we saw the rise of “state
churches”, the amalgamation of state power, in support of the church
and this nexus has continued to this very day.

Most of the states of Europe have their state church. The American
church is simply derived from those people who emigrated from
Europe. Many European states have their orthodox churches
representing the nexus between the power of the state in support of
the church, then the church agreeing to support the state’s legitimacy.

Even with the independent Charismatic Church, the notion of the
power of the people in support of the word of God is the strength of
that movement. The alternative is; the power of the Holy Spirit in
support of the gifts and the callings and the destiny of the people
whom God has called out to be His people.

We have taken a look, as to how we have come to use the word
“church”. We've also looked at where the power of the institution has
come from. We've also seen that we cannot simply do some cosmetic
changes and end up back in the Scriptures. This is a foundational
issue and the time has come where God is changing our
understanding of what He has given us.

There is an administration suitable for the fullness of time, and that
time has come. If you have been seeking the things of God, if you
have known something was wrong with the church, this article should
help you. We are overthrowing these understandings in order to
make way for what God is doing.



AUTHORITY OF THE KINGDOM

The present battle in the institutional church is between “what is” and
“what needs to come”. A very famous statistician who does research
relative to the church has recently compiled statistics indicating that in
the last ten years more than 20 million people have left the
institutional church. Interviewing a representative sampling of these
people he discovered the reason for leaving is not because they are
tired, discouraged or falling away. They seem to be saying they want
a relationship to God, but they do not consider church membership to
be relevant to that relationship. In a significant number of these
people they made the statement that they felt church membership
was an impediment to their relationship to God. The people want a
relationship to God but after years of church membership—indeed,
after centuries of church membership—they do not necessarily
connect church membership to their relationship to God

It is estimated that a population of somewhere between 60 and 70
million people who used to be church members have simply left. As
you would guess the group that did the research has been severely
criticized for their report. The church leaders have said, “Well, these
are disgruntled people or rebels.” If that's true, there are more of
these people outside of the churches than the top four or five major
American denominations combined. It is time that the church put
away the notion there is a handful of people agitating against the
church.

I'll give you a more local example. In the state of Texas, in the city
and county of Lubbock, there are approximately 250,000 residents of
which better than 90% would say that they are believers in Jesus
Christ. They would acknowledge they are saved. However, on any
given Sunday, of all of the hundreds of churches throughout the area
of Lubbock, only about 25,000 people of that county of 250,000...
approximately 10% of the 250,000 people go to church on Sunday.

There is probably no place in the nation where the people are more
conservative and religious and “God-fearing” than Lubbock, County.
Ten percent—of the ninety percent of the population who would say
they are believers—ten percent of the overall—25,000—actually



consider church membership relevant enough to go. If you assume
that all 25,000 were perfectly happy with the church and their
membership that still leaves 90% of the people who do not consider
church as relevant.

The majority of the people are saying things need to change with the
church. We must understand what the church is.

We have looked at what Jesus said in Matthew 16: “Upon this rock |
will build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it.” He was not speaking about an institution or an
organization; He was speaking about a community—people who
belonged to the Lord and to each other.

The government of God was meant to operate among a people who
saw themselves as a people among the people; a nation among the
nations. The Scriptures say, “But you are a chosen people, aroyal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you
may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness
into his wonderful light.” — | Peter 2:9.

Since Constantine gave the power of the state to support the church,
we’ve been creating institutions to conserve this power. The
institution of church is necessary if there is power derived from those
who are governed, or power derived from the goodwill of the state to
be conserved institutionally. That was the perversion.

In 313 A.D. after Constantine and the Roman Empire were forced to
admit that—over a period of 250 years, beginning with the reign of
Domitian where the Christians had been horribly persecuted and their
civil rights taken from them—the Roman government and the Roman
emperor was forced to admit that in spite of its best efforts to
exterminate Believers—Believers had managed to conquer the
Roman empire in the sense that the largest constituency of people
and the most unifying of forces in the Roman empire were

Christians.

The Roman persecution did not succeed in exterminating Christians;
in fact it succeeded in spreading Christianity throughout the Roman
Empire. It was the viable alternative to the decadence of the Roman
Empire. Failing to recognize that and thinking it a good thing to be



given the power of the state and support of the church—the
leadership of the church in the early part of the fourth century
accepted the offer of property, power, position and status that the
Roman government offered.

Then it found itself needing to conserve that power so it created
institutions and the institution began to exist for its own benefit. The
people have no value other than the value they have in contributing to
the existence of, the survival of, and the promulgation of the
institution.

The Kingdom of God, however, is very different. Jesus said, “Jesus
replied, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not
revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.”” — Matthew
16:17

The revelation Peter received from God was that you, Jesus, are the
Christ, the Son of the Living God. Jesus responded to Peter by
saying, “1 will tell you this: that you are Peter and on this rock
(on the truth you have just announced that | am the Son of the Living
God) I will build my church; I will establish those whom | have
called out and the gates of hell shall not prevail against those whom |
have called out and my establishment of them.” “And | will give to
you the keys to the Kingdom of heaven.”

He connects the Kingdom of heaven to those who are called out and
connects it in a manner that involves power because He says, “and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven; whatever
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven.”

Whenever you talk about the Kingdom you are talking about the
authority by which the people who are “called out” live in the world.
Now everyone has to have authority. Anytime you have a collection
of people you must have authority. The people have to have a way by
which they are to be governed.

Institutional government is for the benefit of the institution and
people’s membership in the institution is the dominant fact. However,
if you are talking about a people “called out”, a people called to God,
a people who have put their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ then it is
the power of Jesus Christ and not the power of the state and not the



power of the governed that has to sustain them because the question
is: why do you need power? The answer is: you have an enemy
who is committed to your extermination. Who is the enemy and why,
therefore, must the power be sufficient to address the enemy? Jesus
called the enemy, here, “the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
Hell, Satan, the kingdom of darkness, the evil one, the demonic is the
enemy.

Paul puts it this way, “For our struggle is not against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly realms.” — Ephesians 6:12

There is an entire demonic realm that is opposed to the work of the
Kingdom and the presence of Christ in the earth. The church is the
corporate presence of Jesus Christ in the earth today. “Upon this
rock | will establish those whom | have called out...” The word
there—“ek-klesia’—means “the called out” and together the “called
out” are also referred to as “the body of Christ”. “Wives, submit to
your husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of
the wife as Christ is the head of the church...” (it is the same
word, “ek-klesia™—*“called out”) “ Christ is the head of the church,
his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the church submits
to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in
everything.” Ephesians 5:22,23 And it goes on to say that the
husband should love his wife as Christ loved the church.

The connection here is obvious: the church, which is His body is the
only description of the “called out”. It is the physical presence of
Jesus Christ in the earth and this church, which is His body, is
comprised of many members. “The body (and he is speaking about
the human body and he is going to analogize to the body of Christ)...
the body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and
though all its parts are many, they form one body.” Now here is
the application of the analogy: “So it is with Christ.” In other
words, so it is with the body of Christ. “For we were all baptized by
one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or
free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Now the
body is not made up of one part but of many.” “Now you are the
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body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. And in the
church God has appointed...” | Corinthians 12:27,28a

When Jesus said, “l will build my “ek-klesia” He’s saying, “I will call
people out, | will call them ‘my body’, | will be their head and that
which opposes me in the earth—spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms, operating in principle part in the earth to extinguish
my presence in my people—I will establish them with a sufficient
authority - such authority that what they bind will be bound and what
they loose will be loosed.” So the question is: what is this authority
that Jesus has that is sufficient to resist that which opposes His
person in the earth? If we don’t understand these things we’ll simply
decide to change and “tweak a little bit more” the doctrines of the
church. And what will we come up with? - Tweaked doctrines... but
not the change that is necessary.

What are those 20 million people who have left the church in the last
10 years looking for? For the institutional church to continue to
pretend that everything is fine and that the problem is with the people
who left is not the answer. Most institutional churches are constantly
going through membership because people are looking. In the
majority of institutional churches including the fastest growing
churches there is a rapid turnover of people cycling through because
people are looking. Why are they not staying?

After September 11 there was a rush of people to the standard
churches but they left as quickly as they came. The church’s
answer? “Well, they are not committed.” That’s rubbish.

What is wrong is that the foundation of authority and power is not
sufficient to resist the enemy who is against it because what Jesus
said He would do is not what the church is, today. The model of the
institutional church today comes from Constantine and Rome and it
substituted the power of the state for the power of the Holy Spirit, or
more lately today: the power of the people supporting the institution.
The alternative is a grant of power from the Almighty God to the Lord
Jesus Christ by which what we bind will be bound and what we loose
will be loosed and by which we’ll be able to live out the destiny for
which God created us.
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“God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all withesses of the
fact. Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the
Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you
now see and hear. For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet
he said, ‘The Lord said to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand until |
make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” ‘Therefore let all
Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and Christ.” — Acts 2:32-36

Why did God make Jesus, Lord and Christ? In Matthew 28:18,
Jesus speaks about the grant of authority that He got from the Father
by which His kingdom is to be established and by which the people
who place their trust in Him might be confident that they can resist the
evil one. “ ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me.”” Now who had it to give? The Father. And the Father gave
it to Jesus and on the basis of that authority, “ ‘Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them
to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with
you always, to the very end of the age.”” — Matthew 28:19,20

We have never thought about whether or not the authority by which
we do the things we do is a sufficient authority to guarantee the
outcome. The consent of the people is not a substitute for the
authority that Jesus has which the Father gave Him. If you are going
to go up against the enemy—"“We wrestle not against flesh and
blood but against principalities, powers, the rulers of the
darkness of this world and the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms.”—If you are going to go up against that enemy,
the consent of the people as your empowerment is irrelevant. Why
are we not making an impression in the nation? The people are
leaving because the churches are powerless. What are the people
looking for? They are looking for the reality of a relationship to God in
which the relevance of their lives—including the power they need to
live the life God has put them here to live—is to be found.

The people are searching for their destiny and the institutional church
does not give them an answer because the church cannot give them

an answer. The institutional church depends upon the support of the

people for its existence rather than upon the power of Jesus Christ
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which He got from the Father, which He has delegated to us by the
Holy Spirit.

Human power is irrelevant, it requires divine power and Jesus has “all
power in heaven and on earth”. Now Jesus is seated on the throne in
heaven; if He is, how does His authority come to us here on the
earth? That's what we will discuss in the next chapter.

"We've begun to see that the present power of the church, instead of
being the power that Jesus initially extended to the "called out,' the
power that empowers the body of Christ against the enemy of God
and of the body, is in large measure derived from the consent of the
governed, and is in fact demonic in its origin and in its abilities.
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POWER AND AUTHORITY

Jesus made the promise to us that upon the truth that He is the Son
of God, He would establish those whom He had called out.

Matthew 16:18
18 And | tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.
NIV

That's a pretty tall order. He’s promising that hell will not prevail
against those who are founded upon the truth that He is the Son of
God.

Some people think the gates of hell are coming against us, and the
purpose of the church is to “hold out until Jesus comes or we go to
heaven.” “Gates” do not go after anybody, gates are stationary;
gates protect that which lies behind them. Jesus clearly had in mind
the concept of an ancient city that had its battlements, fortifications
and its gates. The gates of an ancient city were the weakest part of
the city—the place where the city was vulnerable.

The city in Megiddo sits aside a hill along the path invaders came
from the north into Israel. The walls of this ruined city are still evident
today. They are case-made walls over four feet thick and probably in
those days twenty feet high. It was nearly impossible for an attacking
army to simply scale the walls and take the city. The gates of the city
were its vulnerable points because, the gates had to be such as
would allow ingress and egress. In this particular city there was a six-
chambered gate—you would go in, turn, go in, turn and go in and
turn... three different turns—it was like a maze outside of the gate.
The attacking army had to come in, in single file. As they came in the
archers on the wall would easily pick them off.
http://www.digbible.org/tour/megiddo.html

So the gates of a city, in ancient times, were ways that the residents
of the city would entrap the attackers and make it a killing ground.
Jesus was telling us that He has sufficient authority against the
domain of hell, so that whoever comes against hell in the name and
authority of Jesus Christ would overcome the entrapment of hell and
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rescue those who were in and behind the walls. They had come in
the sufficiency of the authority and of power of the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Every one of us was at one time a citizen of the dark
domain... a citizen of hell. We were rescued out of hell.

We have told people when they die, they are going to hell. The truth
Is they are already lost and if not saved, their position never
changes. How were you saved? The likelihood is that somebody
who had the message of Jesus Christ came to you, when you were
lost, rescued you, brought you out of that condition through these
chambers of the gates of hell and, according to Paul;

Colossians 1:13-14
13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness

and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. NIV

And there was not a thing that hell could do about it.

You were rescued by someone who had the sufficient authority and
power of the name of the Lord Jesus Christ—sent by the Lord Jesus
to rescue you and the rescue was successful. And it has been
successful for uncounted numbers of cases because we have the
authority of Jesus Christ.

Matthew 16 says, “And upon this rock | will build my church and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” That is true, and
everyone who is saved, knows it is true. Upon the truth that Jesus is
the Lord and Christ, anyone who is captured by hell may be rescued.
Some have perverted this truth to say that Peter is the foundation of
the church. That simply is not true because this is an issue of
authority. What was it that Peter had confessed? “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.”

The same Peter makes the statement that God raised Jesus from the
dead and made him to be “both Lord and Christ”. What does it mean

for Jesus to be “both Lord and Christ’? Is there a difference between
being “Lord” and being “Christ"?

He says it this way,
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Acts 2:32-34
32 “God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all

witnesses of the fact. 33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he
has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has
poured out what you now see and hear.” NIV

He was explaining to the audience on the day of Pentecost:

Acts 2:36

36 "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made
this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." NIV

What's the distinction between “Lord” and “Christ”? The word “Christ”
is the word “mashiyach” in the Hebrew, “Messiah” in English, and it
means “the anointed one”. God has made him “Lord” and “the
anointed one”. “Lord” is the title; “Christ’—the anointed one—is the
power by which the title has authority. There is power and then there
Is authority. “Power” is the ability to do a thing and “authority” is the
right to do the thing. It's like the “gun” and the “badge”. The
policeman has power because he carries a gun, but if he uses that
weapon outside of the scope of his authority, he may be charged with
criminal activity. If he discharges that weapon within the scope of the
authority he has been given, he has the requisite authority, and he
may properly use the power.

Jesus has the authority of Lordship; He is Lord of Lords, He is Ruler.
He has the power that comes from being the Christ. God gave Him
the title of Lordship and the power with which to act. So against His
enemy, Jesus has all power and all authority in heaven and on earth.

Why would the Scriptures say He has authority in heaven? Paul
identifies the seat of that which opposes Him, as being in heaven.
Here he says;
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Ephesians 6:10-12

10 “Finally, be strong in the Lord (that is within the scope of the

Lordship of Christ) and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full
armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's

schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of
this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms.” NIV

Verse 12 shows us the seat of that which opposes us— “the called
out”, who are the body of Christ, who are the presence of Christ in the
earth, endowed and clothed by the Spirit of God—that which opposes
us is the “spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” Itis
clearly the demonic; that opposes us. That's why our enemy is not
flesh and blood. Our enemy is not one political party or political
candidate. Our enemy is not one particular human being or another.
It's when we get crossed up on these things we lose our focus. We
take up battles against humans. We get into the battles against
homosexuals; or against abortionists. The struggle is not against
humans or against what humans are thinking. The struggle is against
the demons that put these ideas in humans. If we are going to win
the battle, we cannot focus our effort upon the humans who are the
unwitting pawns—even if they are willing—in what is a spiritual
struggle. This is a struggle against the enemy of God, and us, who
are the people of God, and therefore the struggle is spiritual.

The underlying root of the sin of abortion is spiritual. The underlying
root of the sin of homosexuality is spiritual. The underlying root under
every sin is how the enemy of God and man uses humans to wage
war against God. If we miss that, how could we possibly hope to
understand spiritual warfare? How could we possibly hope to
exercise sufficient power in the realms of mankind against these
things? This is where we’ve been misguided. People don’'t know
what to do because they don’t know what they’re doing. They don’t
know what the theatre of our conflict is, they don’t know what the
definitions of the conflict are; they don’t understand what the war is
about. The war is not against flesh and blood. The power that you
have from Jesus Christ is meant to be sufficient for your warfare in
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rescuing people out of the domain of hell and bringing them into the
kingdom of God. That's what Jesus said He would do, when He said,
“Upon this truth that | am Lord and Christ, | will establish those whom
| have called out because the gates of hell have people behind them
and I'm sending you into hell itself—into the authority and the domain
of these principalities, these powers, these spiritual forces of evil, to
rescue the people whom they have been entrapped by their various
devious schemes.”

The institutional church has lost its way because it simply does not
understand even the most basic things about its existence. You need
power because you have a mission to go and rescue people who
have been entrapped by the various lies and schemes of Satan.
Jesus came to undo the works of Satan, which is to bring light and
hope to those who are in darkness. The enemy will oppose you
every step of the way. If you try to do this either in the power of your
own or the power of all the people who are gathered together with
you, if you try to do this in the power and support of a government—
the Crown, the empire, the goodwill of a nation—what use is this
power against the enemy?

It is the power of the risen Christ, who is Lord and Christ—power over
the realms of the earth and power over the realms of the heavens—
that's the power that has to be operating in you if you have any
chance at all of fulfilling this destiny.

When | say that the institutional church has lost its way I'm not talking
about the fact that it is thinking only in terms of building buildings and
bringing in people. It's lost its understanding of its very purpose for
being. And to come up with some new entertainment format to draw
people into the meetings is pointless. So what if you did get a larger
number of people, coming and observing the entertainment and
getting all excited about that.

Is that our purpose for “being” in the world? Is that the purpose for
which Jesus has given authority? No! It is to rescue people out of the
domain of hell. Not just to save them from it, but to allow them to
fulfill the destiny of Christ, living in and through them. That's what the
power of God is about; it's what the authority of Christ is meant to be.
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Absent that, everything else we are doing is a meaningless charade.
What are the people looking for when they leave the churches?

They are leaving the institutional churches because there is nothing
in the church that has to do with their destiny and they are leaving,
looking for “why God put them here. Jesus did not give us power to
make us “look good to our fellows”. Whoever has that notion has lost
connection to the Head and has no credible understanding of what
the kingdom of God is about. The kingdom of God is about the power
of Jesus Christ equipping those whom He has called out, to function
in not only resisting an enemy, but rescuing those who are trapped by
the enemy.

The whole world lies in that darkness, and remains there until you
come, by the authority and power of the one who sent you. But when
you come in that way by the authority and power of Jesus Christ, in
the flesh—because you are the body of Christ (that’s the only biblical
definition of the church: “the church, which is His body”, the
“ekklesia”, the “called out”) who are called to Christ and established
on His authority and power to go against the enemy who has
entrapped the interest of God,

Ephesians 1:22-23
22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed

him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his
body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. NIV

How much power does Jesus have to do this? All power. What
authority does Jesus have to utilize that power? The authority of
being made Lord and Christ. God, himself, recognized Him as Lord

Psalm 110:1
The LorD says to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until | make
your enemies a footstool for your feet." NIV

The Lord God Almighty made Jesus, Lord of lords, which means that
whatever He does is “right”. That's the foundation of His authority.
He is Lord of lords. That means He is enthroned in that authority. He
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sits upon the throne as the symbol of possessing that authority. The
power by which He operates is the power of being the Christ, the
anointed one, God with man, God recognizing Jesus as being God,
the anointed one.

Jesus is not—as some have said—one who possesses attributes of
God. No, it's far more than that. Jesus is God; Jesus is the Living
God. In nature and in kind, He is the child of the Holy Spirit. His
nature is holy, as God is holy and the divine godhead lived in Him
fully in bodily form. And whoever denies that God has come “in the
flesh” in the person of Jesus Christ; that person is teaching under the
inspiration of the spirit of anti-Christ because that doctrine opposes
the nature of who Christis. When, as has been said even on
television, that Jesus is possessing of the attributes of God, but is not
God, himself, in the flesh—that’s the spirit of anti-Christ. It's a
doctrine of demons.

Jesus is the Christ and because of that He has power and He has
authority and He has all power, in heaven and on earth, where the
seat of the demonic is and where men are. The seat of the demonic
Is in heaven but it operates in the earth—there are three heavens, the
highest is the heavens of God, the second is the seat of the demonic
and the third, the earth where men are.

2 Corinthians 12:2
2“1 know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught
up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the
body | do not know — God knows.” NIV

The seat of the demonic is in the second heavens and the seat of the
power of man is the earth.

Jesus has complete sovereignty, meaning power and authority, in
heaven and on earth. We know He is enthroned in heaven. How
does His power come to the earth where men are? And how is His
power operating in the earth, effective against the demonic in the
heavenly realms? We need to discuss that but it will take more than
a few minutes. Therefore | will devote the next paper in this
sequence to the discussion of the delegation of Jesus’ power and
authority.
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To summarize: Jesus possesses the entirety of power and authority,
which are the “right” and the “ability” to do the thing. God made Him
Lord, which conferred on Him the right to do all that might be done.
And God recognized Him as Christ, which conferred on Him the
sovereignty of power to do it.

Power is the ability to do it; authority is the right to do it. And so
Jesus has power and authority over the realms of man and over the
realms of the demonic. Therefore His body in the earth is full of the
power and the authority that He has been given. We need to look at
how His power and His authority are meant to function to rescue
those who are in the control of hell. The promise to them is that God
will translate them from the powers of darkness into the kingdom of
His Son, just like He did you, because the gates of hell cannot
maintain their integrity against the coming of those who come by the
power and the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ to rescue those who
have been caught in the deadly schemes of Satan. The Son of God
was revealed for this reason

1 John 3:8-9
8 He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the

devil has been sinning from the beginning. 9 The reason the
Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work. NIV

He intends to do it through you, but we need to understand how.
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HOLY SPIRIT — DELEGATE OF THE LORD AND CHRIST

Why do we not have power today? We watch, in these troubled
times as believers run back and forth being scared, and easily turned
to one point of view or another. We are scared because we have
only the power of our churches, and that’s not sufficient for the day in
which we live. This day requires divine power and mighty strength
working through us. The only way you can remain calm, and at
peace today, is to know the Lord in a way that goes beyond how the
typical church member knows the Lord.

We have been “enticed” to become church members on the promise
that if we do, we will have a good time, we’ll be good citizens, God
will bless us, take care of us and when we die we’ll go to heaven.
Sufferings, as well as encounters with the schemes of the enemy are
never considered. We are taught reason and logic, and things we
could do. Reading and quoting Scripture are how we figure out what
needs to be done. That theology is breaking down before our eyes in
light of present realities. Soon enough, the churches that have built
their power base on appealing to people with these messages are
going to be discredited, if for no other reason than the exodus of
people leaving.

Please don’t think I'm in any way against the church. We all know
that Jesus intended to build His church. But the word “church” is the
word “ekklesia”. The English translation doesn’t do it justice. Jesus
has never left you, nor has He forsaken you because “ekklesia” is
“the called out”, those who've been called out to be His body, His
people. In previous papers we've talked about how that power
establishes us. It is sufficient power to overcome the attacks of our
enemy including, “spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” That
power is sufficient because it is a total power, plenary power,
complete grant of authority in heaven and on earth. That clearly is
not the same power by which the majority of institutional churches are
constituted today.

The power is the power of the good will of the community and/or the
power of a nation. If you are talking about a state church as is
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common in European countries, or the membership’s resources and
influence. That's not the power of Jesus Christ.

The power of Jesus Christ comes to us, and vests in us, via His
delegate, the Holy Spirit.

John 14:15-21

15 "If you love me, you will obey what | command. 16 And |
will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to

be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot
accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But
you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. (With

you and In you) 18 | will not leave you as orphans: | will come
to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but

you will see me. Because | live, you also will live. 20 On that
day you will realize that | am in my Father, and you are in me,

and | am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and obeys
them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be
loved by my Father, and | too will love him and show myself to
him." NIV

John 16:5-15
5 "Now | am going to him who sent me, yet none of you
asks me, 'Where are you going?' 6 Because | have said these

things, you are filled with grief. 7 But | tell you the truth: It is
for your good that | am going away. Unless | go away, the
Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, | will send him to

you. 8 When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt &in
regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 in regard to

sin, because men do not believe in me; 10 in regard to
righteousness, because | am going to the Father, where you

can see me no longer; 11 and in regard to judgment, because
the prince of this world now stands condemned.

12 "] have much more to say to you, more than you can now

bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide
you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak
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only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14
He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and

making it known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is
mine. That is why | said the Spirit will take from what is mine
and make it known to you.” NIV

What is it that the Holy Spirit takes belonging to Jesus that Jesus got
from the Father, and is now is given to us by the Spirit? The answer,
of course is all power... all authority in heaven and on earth. Jesus
said, “ All authority, in heaven and on earth has been given to
me.” Who had all power in heaven and on earth? The Father,
That’s why the Father could give it to the Son and that's how Jesus
got it. The Father gave authority and power to the Son.
Matthew 28:18
8 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me.” NIV

The Son is seated on the throne; we are on the earth. He is in the
third heavens; we are in the first heavens—the third heavens being
the highest. We were made a little lower than the angels.

Psalm 8:4-5

4 What is man that You are mindful of him,
And the son of man that You visit him?

S5 For You have made him a little lower than the angels,”
And You have crowned him with glory and honor. NKJV

How does His power come to us? He told us He would send us the
Holy Spirit. He gave us a secret about the work of the Spirit by
saying;

John 14:18
8 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. NIV

How will He come to us when He is in heaven?

John 14:19-21
9 “Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you

will see me. Because | live, you also will live. 20 On that day
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you will realize that | am in my Father, and you are in me, and |

am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he
Is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my
Father, and | too will love him and show myself to him." NIV

What does that have to do with the power of Jesus coming to us by
the Holy Spirit? We are said to be “in Him” and He is said to be “in

us..

How are we to be “in Him” and how is He to be “in us” and what does
this have to do with the power of Jesus Christ coming to us via the
Holy Spirit? In this context, He tells us that He “will not leave us as
orphans, but He will send us the Counselor, who is the Holy Spirit.”
He is in us by His Spirit. He sent the Holy Spirit—who has all of His
power, who has all of His authority—to live in us.

Where, in us, does the Holy Spirit live?

Romans 8:11
11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead
is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also
give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in
you. NIV

The Spirit lives in these mortal bodies. Where in these mortal bodies
does He live? We must understand we have a spirit and a soul within
these mortal bodies.

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24

23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through
and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one
who calls you is faithful and he will do it. NIV

You have a spirit and a soul that lives within this body and the intent
of God is to sanctify you. Where, in us, does the Holy Spirit dwell? Is
it in our spirits or in our souls?
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Romans 8:16

16 For the Spirit himself giveth testimony to our spirit, that
we are the sons of God. Douay-Rheims

The point of communion between the Holy Spirit and the human
being is the spirit: Spirit to spirit—the Holy Spirit to the human spirit.
This is necessary because it is the spirit of man that is able to
respond to the work of the Holy Spirit within us. For example, we
worship God, spirit to Spirit,

Romans 8:16
6 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit... NIV

John 4:24
24 “God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit
and in truth." NIV

So we worship in spirit and we receive revelation from God by the
Holy Spirit to the human spirit.

Philippians 2:5-6
S Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,
NKJV

The spirit of man—Iike the soul of man—has a mind and emotions.
There is a mind to the soul and a mind to the spirit. This concept of
mind and emotion is called “the heart”, so there is a heart that is
wicked and there is a heart that is righteous. When the heart that is
wicked rules, it is the soul that is ruling; it is cut adrift from the person
of God. When the Scripture speaks of “the heart”, it speaks of the
core of being, not just the organ that pumps the blood. It's saying
that as the core of the human body is described by the heart, so the
core of the human spiritual being is described by the heart, as well.
There is a heart to the soul, meaning the emotions, the will and the
intellect.
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Philippians 2:5-6
S Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, NKJV

We are also told,

Romans 8:7
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not
subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. NKJV

There must be a renewing of the mind. The mind of the spirit must
“rule” and make the mind of the soul, subject to the mind of the spirit.
The emotions of the spirit must rule, which includes worship, and they
must rule the desires of the flesh.

1 John 2:16-17

16 For all that is in the world — the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life — is not of the Father but is of the
world. NKJV

And the mind of the spirit must rule and renew the thinking, the
premises, and the assumptions of the soul.

The soul has the same divisions as the spirit, and when the soul
rules, the human being is lost, without hope, or understanding and
he’s afraid. When the spirit rules, the human being has the comfort
that comes from the Almighty God and the assurance of power,
working on his behalf along with the understanding of the mind of
God. One overthrows the other. The institutional church today is full
of people whose souls are ruling. The carnality of the present church
is the reason why it's afraid, it has no hope and why it is in distress
over the events of the present time.

There has to be a renewing of the mind, not just some more “jazzed-
up” services, not just some more appeals to the soul. The soul, in its
condition, is afraid. Presently in Iraq, Christians are being
slaughtered. Church buildings are being bombed. Christians are
being killed in Chad where a Muslim majority, with the support of the
government, is running rampant. They are doing the same thing in
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various other places such as the Philippines and in Pakistan.
Christians are coming under physical attack. If that were to happen
in America, for any reason, the church buildings would be emptied
because the present church has little or nothing to say that would
secure people.

We must have an actual relationship with the Lord where the Spirit of
God lives in your spirit, has communion with your spirit and brings the
knowledge of God into your spirit and replaces the scared, lost,
frustrated, anxious conditions of the soul.

God will allow suffering in your life, so you can overcome the
problems of the soul. Suffering is what causes you to see that you
cannot trust the soul. Suffering is what brings you into confrontation
with the real power that works on your behalf—namely the power of
the Spirit of God. Jesus sent us the Holy Spirit, who has all of the
authority and the power of Jesus Christ in the earth. The Spirit dwells
within us, even as the Spirit assembles us into the body of Jesus
Christ.

We are the body of Christ, so not only is He “in us”, by His Spirit, but
we are “in Him”,

1 Corinthians 12:12-13

12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts;
and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So itis

with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one
body — whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free — and we were
all given the one Spirit to drink. NIV

This scripture tells us how we are placed into the body of Christ.

Why is it that it requires the Holy Spirit, to assemble us into the body
of Christ? The answer is this: no man knows what part of the body
of Christ you are except the Spirit of God - the Spirit who searches
the mind of the Lord.

1 Corinthians 2:11-13

11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man
except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one
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knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 we
have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is
from God, that we may understand what God has freely given
us. NIV

The Spirit knows what part of the body of Christ you were meant to
be. So when God saves you, the Spirit assembles you into the body
of Christ exactly as that part of the body God designed you to be.
God has known you before you were in your mother’'s womb.

Jeremiah 1:5
S "Before | formed you in the womb | knew you,
before you were born | set you apart;” NIV

Jesus said it would be this way: Jesus would be “in us” and we would
be “in Him”. He is in us by His Spirit and His Spirit lives within our
spirits and changes the mind of the human being—from being
governed by the soul to being governed by the Spirit. We are in Him
because He has a body and of that body we are members. When we
are saved, the Spirit of God assembles us into the body of Christ.

We are parts of the body of Christ and the Spirit fits us into the body
as that part of the body that God foreknew us to be and designed us
to be.

Your destiny then, is not just some generalized notion of how you
may serve as a Christian. It is exactly how God intends to live in you
and how He intends to live through you because you are a member of
His body. He is the head, and the head directs the body according to
the pleasure of the head. Your ability to respond is by the Spirit who
dwells within you, He tells you what the Head is saying to that part of
the body.

You have the power of the Lord Jesus Christ resident within you
because you have the Spirit—who is the delegate of Christ resident in
you. And it is this Holy Spirit, who is called the Counselor, who has
been legally charged with the authority of Jesus, to come and to dwell
in you and to empower you.
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Therefore, the power of Jesus Christ gets from the throne where
Jesus is sitting—where He has all power in heaven, over the
demonic, and on earth, over man and the institutions of mankind—
that power comes from heaven where Jesus is seated on the throne
and it comes to you via the Holy Spirit who dwells within you. Jesus,
therefore, sent us the Holy Spirit as His sole and exclusive delegate.
There is no other way for you to have the power of Jesus Christ
operating in you except by the Spirit.

Here is the critical factor about a delegate: a delegate does not do
his own will; a delegate only does the will of the one who sent him.
Therefore the power of Jesus Christ, working in you, can never be
harnessed to support your ambitions. The power of Christ working in
you has to be: to accomplish His purposes in you. The fact that we
don’t have power today is because we don’t even know what Christ
wants to do. We’'re doing what we want to do, and because that is
so, we have all the power that we need. But if we are ever going to
do the purposes of Christ, we are going to have to operate
exclusively by the restraints of the Holy Spirit. He is the delegate; we
are subject to His absolute work.
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THE POWER TO FULFILL YOUR DESTINY

It was always God'’s plan to live in and through you. Our destiny is
not at all what “we could do for God.” There is nothing we could do
for God because God knows exactly what He wants to do and exactly
how to do it. You were created because God wanted to touch
humanity in a particular way so that when He made you, you were
His plan to touch a group of humanity in a particular fashion.

A friend of mine gave an example of a very close friend of his who
has worked in auto racing at the level of Indianapolis. He loves
automobiles, engines and racing. When he functions in that context,
the people to whom he ministers respect him because of his
competence in automotive racing, but they also see the goodness of
God in him.

He tells the story of one occasion when they were doing some time
trials and it had started to rain. They were thinking they would have to
postpone their trials until it stopped raining. He had heard a message
about how we have been restored to the Spirit of lordship so we could
command the weather and it will respond to us. So he went out on
the track, spoke to the weather and told the rain to wait. The rain
waited; they got the time trials finished and did very well.

A few of the crew saw what he did. Later on, in another location they
were set for the race. It started to threaten and one of the pit crew
came to him and said, “We don’t need to have the race delayed.”
The man talked to God and spoke to the weather. Not only did it not
rain, but they won the race. Later on, the chief of the pit crew came
to him and said, “Don’t you think we ought to stop and give thanks?”

This was an authentic case of a man whose destiny was to bring
Christ to people who were “off the beaten path,” away from the
mainstream... tough, hard-partying guys and gals. God intended to
speak to that crowd, just as He intended to speak to a church crowd.
He chose this man and equipped him early in his life with the skill,
passion and competence in automotive racing. In the fullness of time
when God was ready, He could deploy him into the midst of that
crowd, just like Jesus came and stood among the Pharisees, or the
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beggars, prostitutes and the down-and-outers. God prepares His
people to present the face of Jesus Christ to whatever crowd of
humanity there may be.

Your destiny is something for which you will have a passion. Itis
something God will put in you including an authentic competence in
that area.

Humanity is comprised of all walks of life, people who spend their
time collecting art, working on old cars, fishing, flying, sailing and
climbing in dark holes and caves. God’s love is such that He intends
to find a people wherever they are and send among them His people.
God intends to find you and He intends to do that through people who
are “authentic,” people who are right there working next to you but
who also love the Lord. God means to live in and through you. To do
that, God intends to empower you so that you become the active
presence of Jesus Christ where you stand.

In the church context we have been made to think that passing out
tracts or pushing the message of a particular crowd of people that
God can actually reach someone and talk to them. The truth of the
matter is that the Living God intends to live authentically through
every person. He knows the group of people around you, in your
circle, whom God loves and whom He intends to show something of
His presence, to them. He will empower you with gifts of the Spirit,
so that what you do is extraordinary, miraculous, and has a divine
stamp that is undeniably the result of the presence of God.

God is not interested in what you could do “for” Him but He is
interested in what He can do “through you,”. The man in the racing
situation did not appeal to the men around him because he was a
competent mechanic. He appealed to the men around him because,
at the word of the Lord, he stopped the weather. The reason they
came to him, was that he was a man with whom they could identify.
He was like them: a mechanic. But he was a mechanic who could
walk in heavenly things in their presence. That's who Jesus was on
the earth. He was a carpenter who could walk on water, who could
multiply loaves and fish, who could raise the dead and heal the sick.
He was an ordinary fellow in terms of his vocation, but authentically
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so. He could work the works of God. He could introduce the divine
things to change people’s view.

That's what is missing in the church today and that's what people are
looking for. How the Living God will operate through them to do what
He wants to do, while they are being who they are. If you are a
farmer, a businessman, a scientist, a housewife, or a government
worker that’s not your calling, that’s just the context in which God
makes you like other people. Your calling is how He introduces
himself to others through you, whether it is in the working of miracles,
the bringing forth of revelation, the favor of the Lord to heal marriages
or relationships, the counsel of the Holy Spirit when people are
needing to make decisions or whether you need to look into the
eternal, behold the future and declare it to be so.

The gifts of the Spirit and the manifestations of the power of

Jesus will present the life of Christ to another so that they might fulfill
the destiny for which they are here. These are what you call “gifts of
the Spirit,” and they may be, when someone needs to make a great
decision about changing a job, marrying someone, moving, buying a
house... Their big concern is, “Have | overlooked something? What
is the best decision that | can make here?” Is God able to give
someone, absolutely, the answer that they need from heaven in the
moment that they need it?

How would He give a decision? What gift of the Spirit would operate
to bring understanding to someone within that context, to show them
what they ought to do? A word of knowledge and prophecy will be
what God uses. You would bring a word of knowledge so that they
would know that God knew them and prophecy would be to speak the
future to them in the present. We who are believers, and understand
these works, tend to take them for granted. A friend of mine was on
an airplane and there was a woman who sat down next to him. It
happened that she knew him from the city where they lived. They had
some conversation about where he was going and what he was
doing, and similarly what she was doing,

As she spoke, the Spirit of God showed him that she was a very
aggressive person because she was prophetic in nature. He began
to prophesy to her, He began to speak a word of knowledge to her,
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saying that she is probably going through a hard time right now with
some of her co-workers because she seemed to set such a pace that
it's hard for others to keep up. She looked at him and said, “How do
you know that?” He began to speak more to her and said, “Over the
course of your life you have found it very difficult to get along with
people because you always want to see the heart of the matter of
every relationship and you don’t have the time to do a dance around
the issues to finally get to the point.”

He said, “All of your life, you have gotten right to the point.
Sometimes you do that when people haven’t given you permission
and they turn on you. Over your life it's been very hard for you to
keep friends.” By then she was asking questions like, “How could
you possibly know me this personally when you and | have never
talked before?” He began to explain to her that God shows by a gift
called “a word of knowledge and a word of prophecy” who other
people are. He reminded her of the Scriptures that said that Jesus
knew what was in their hearts.

Luke 9:46-47
46 Then a dispute arose among them as to which of them

would be greatest. 47 And Jesus, perceiving the thought of
their heart, took a little child and set him by Him, NKJV

Jesus knew what was in their hearts by the Holy Spirit.

The gifts of the Spirit are the operations of the power of Jesus Christ
in you and through you because He lives in you to show His kindness
and goodness to others. Let’s say that it is not those kinds of issues
that | have described but that somebody wants to know what to do in
a certain situation. You can employ the gift of wisdom—Iisten to all
the facts, listen to all the things they have to say and let the Spirit of
God speak wisdom to them. If you need knowledge, let the Spirit of
God speak knowledge to you.

Sometimes it is not those things; sometimes people just need a
healing. They have problems; they need to be healed so you
demonstrate the power of God by healing. A friend of mine relates
this story. “Sometime ago there was a young girl who was in a car
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accident, in a pickup truck rollover outside of the city of Roswell. A
woman in Roswell who knew me from television, called me up to tell
me that there was a family in Albuquerque in the hospital. The young
girl had brain damage and was not expected to live. She asked if |
would go by and meet the family, and | did”.

“I walked into the intensive care unit; the father was standing in the
hallway when | walked in. | don’t think he knew | was coming. So |
explained how | came to be there and that | had heard of the
accident. He gave me the update. He said, ‘They are saying that she
has swelling in the brain, she is in a coma, and she is not expected to
live.” So | walked in with him, stood over her, and the Lord spoke to
me and told me that she would not die. So | called her spirit forth and
| said to her spirit, “You are not supposed to leave this body because
her work is not finished; it's not time for her to go.” | commended her
spirit to her body and | claimed she had life to be lived and a work to
be finished. | spent another ten minutes, with the family and | left.
Later, the father called and told me something of what happened.
When | left they went back in to visit with their daughter, and her brain
wave monitor indicated brain activity. She began to recover. In two
days they wheeled her out of the hospital and took her home and as
far as | know, she is fully alive and fully functional today”.

We are to show the goodness of God in that moment in time. We
show what God wants to do and it demonstrates the mercy and
compassion of God.

Everyone who was ever born into the world has a destiny. That
destiny is the way the Living God wants to live in and through you.
He wants people—when they look into your eyes, when they look into
your face—to see the goodness of God in you

Colossians 3:1-4

1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your
hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right

hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly
things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ

in God. 4 When Christ, who is your @ life, appears, then you
also will appear with him in glory. NIV
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When Christ appears, He will appear through you.

Jeremiah 1:5

S "Before | formed you in the womb | knew @ you, before you
were born | set you apart; | appointed you as a prophet to
the nations." NIV

Before you were born, there was a destiny in God that He intended to
fulfill through you. The Holy Spirit lives in you to empower you to
fulfill that destiny. That destiny is the way God, himself, wants to live
in time and space through you. God wants to touch the people; God
wants to show the goodness of God and the kindness and mercy of
God to the people whom He brings into your life. He knows there is a
certain way which that must be done, so He puts things in your heart
to desire. The man we spoke about who was involved in automotive
racing. As a child he was interested in racing. Before he could race
automobiles, he raced bicycles and then motorcycles... it was “in
him.” He practically has gasoline in his veins. When it comes to that
crowd of people, this brother is the absolute perfect mission for that.

We see a lot of people who will see a potential mission field, a field in
which people need the Lord. But they have no training in that field,
they have no expertise, they have no contact, so they go around
carrying a Bible and they try to “buddy up” to the person and get in
good with them, hoping that maybe an opportunity will arise to talk.
That is “you doing it your way.” If you were called to those people,
God would have equipped you with a passion for the same things for
which they have a passion because that is the way God makes you
“authentic” regardless of what the field is.

If you are an art collector, God will make you knowledgeable about
art, competent in establishing art values... the understanding of
themes, the understanding of textures and colors. When you are
talking to people if you are not “authentic” in their field then you are
just trying to get them over into the subject of Bible so you could talk
to them about it. God doesn’t do it that way. What God does is He
equips you and sends you, so you can actually be “authentic.” He
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does it is by gifts of the Spirit. By these gifts He accomplishes the
work of showing His goodness to other people. He sent the Holy

Spirit to give you the empowerment to make you an instrument by
whom and by which, He will speak to others.

The Holy Spirit equips you in a number of ways. One is by this form
of empowerment, but there are other ways as well. We will talk about
those ways in the next paper. He has put you here to live. Itis His
life in you;

Colossians 3:3
3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.
NIV

He lives in you to will and to do what pleases Him.
Philippians 2:13

13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act
according to his good purpose. NIV
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THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD - AN OVERVIEW

We have said that Jesus possesses all authority in heaven and on
earth, He sent the Holy Spirit to bring His authority and to distribute it
to us in order to fulfill the destiny He has placed in us.

Matt 28:18-19
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me.” NIV

That destiny is the way the Living God intends to interact with human
beings to show His goodness, kindness, and His grace. We need
more than gifts of the Spirit, in order for Christ to show who He is to
others. For example, if | have gifts of the Spirit and | could do all
manner of things but the attitude with which | do them is inconsistent
with the presentation of the character of Jesus Christ; | may do the
right thing but | will actually detract from the goodness of God by the
way | accomplish the things. If the character of the person is lacking,
the substance of what they do will also be found to be lacking. God
has intended to develop our character to conform us to the image of
Christ.

There is also an environment in which the people of God are meant
to grow into maturity—which has to be something that God gives
them. He gives them an environment of peace and good order so
that they can grow up and fulfill their destiny. The government of God
Is that which God gives for at least two reasons: one is to provide an
environment of peace, good order and well-being for the children of
God to grow into maturity. The other is the training and disciplining of
the character of the people of God so that when they do the works
their character is consistent with the work that is being done.

Every delegate does not operate in his or her primary interest; every
delegate operates for the benefit of his principal—the one who sent
him. Therefore there are two aspects that go with being a delegate:
one is that you handle the power of the one whom you represent
properly, meaning you do with their power what they would have you
do and not what you would do. Secondly, that the character of the
one doing the work must also present the authentic nature of the one
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whose power they are actually handling. This concept prevails in
business as well.

If your boss sends you out to buy a truck and gives you the
company’s credit card, you are fully authorized to sign for the
company. So let’s say you decide instead to buy a vehicle for your
own use. The law calls that embezzlement. We readily understand
the principle that you only use the power of the one who has sent you
to accomplish his purposes. The use of that power must be
consistent with the objectives of the one who has sent you.

Let’s include some other details about buying a truck. You go to the
dealership and berate the sales people and throw an absolute “fit". If
word of your conduct gets back to the owner of the business, what do
you suppose he would do if he is someone who is known for his
civility? Let's say it is a service business which will have the name of
the business on the side of the truck—and your logo is; “We serve
with a smile.” If this is the kind of business we described, you see the
necessity of the one who represents the business not only having the
authority to purchase the truck, but also in your presentation
presenting the way the business actually does business in a manner
consistent with the philosophy of a service business. It's not any
different in the Kingdom of God.

Jesus is a loving God; God is a loving Father. If you do a good work
in a way that obscures the goodness of God then you've reversed the
intent. For example, people will say, “Send in a donation and I'll pray
for you.” You are not mistaken by this. You know they are selling
their time... they really don’t care about the people. If they could pray
for the people without the donation it would show they care, but if
they attach “sending in a donation” with their willingness to pray for
the people, nobody is fooled, they are trying to sell access to God. ,

The character of the one representing the Lord must be
representative of the Lord himself. If the Lord is kind then the
character of those representing the Lord must also be the character
of kindness. If the Lord is merciful, your character must be merciful.
It's not enough to pray for someone, it's not enough to demonstrate
some incident of power on behalf of another—because the Lord lives
in you to do that—your character must also be consistent with that
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demonstration. So it is not surprising that the character of the Lord
has to be developed in those who are His children. We must look like
our Father. Even earthly fathers have the goal that their children be
like them. Certainly our heavenly Father is like that, except that, in
being like Him, we are talking about His character being replicated in
us. The government of God then is given for two particular reasons:
number one is to replicate the character of the one whom we
represent and number two is to produce an environment of peace
and good order for the children of God for them to grow up.

Let look an environment of peace and good order. The importance of
this is readily apparent. You take a situation in which a child grows
up in a home where there is order, peace and well-being. That child
will grow up and will look to the future totally differently from the child
who grows up in an environment of conflict, chaos, shouting, and
fighting. A child who grows up in that environment does not think
about what he or she is going to grow up to become. A child like that
thinks only in terms of surviving long enough to get out of there. He
does not have time to think about what he is going to become. He
only knows that he has got to survive in order to get on with life. His
goal is not what he will become; his goal is simply to survive the
ordeal of his upbringing.

By contrast, a child who is given—as a gift from his or her parents—
an environment of peace and good order; that child doesn’t think of

growing up and surviving and getting out. That child thinks in terms
of growing up to become something.

As parents of four lively children, we often wondered if we were
providing an atmosphere of peace and good order in our home. |
was a busy pastor and involved in many big events in the
Washington, DC area. | was away from home more than | should
have been, so we wondered. Our answer came in the most unusual
way. Three Christian men in our community were accused of
bombing an abortion clinic. Because we knew all three men, we were
visited often by the men from the Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
Agency (ATF). Their job was to get all the facts regarding these three
men. Often they would drop in to our house unexpectedly. They saw
us in all kinds of situations and were able to judge us from several
distinct positions. They would continually tell us, “Your house is so

40



peaceful, and we enjoy coming here”. They were very sincere men,
not Christians, but skilled in knowing the atmosphere of the situations
in which they would become involved. We got our answer; we were
bringing our children up in an atmosphere of peace and good order.
God used an unusual way of telling us, but we were grateful for the
assurance. As a side note, we were never involved in any subversive
activity with these men nor were we accused of doing so. The ATF
men visited as a routine any and all of us who knew the men. They
were interested in what we could tell them about their character,
habits, family life and work related materials. | have used this
example only to illustrate that strangers confirmed our house was a
place of peace and good order.

All of us need to be able to say to our children, “You’re not better than
anybody else. It's just that in God’s goodness He allowed you to
grow up in an environment in which you were free to think about what
the future would be to you. If you had grown up in a home where
your parents were always fighting and you were constantly in fear of
your own life you may not have flourished like you have.” There is
actually very little difference in the intelligence of children who grow
up in environments of peace and good order and children who do

not. Their financial situation has very little to do with their
capabilities. The thing that makes a complete difference is whether
or not your home is one of peace and good order. Ifitisn’t, you'll
spend most of your life struggling with the question of who you are
and who you were put here to be. On the other hand, if your home is
one of peace and good order then you have an excellent opportunity
to realize the destiny God has put in you. It is not surprising that the
government of God is meant to replicate the character of the Lord in
you and to produce an environment of peace and good order in which
you might grow up to fulfill your destiny.

The first order of sovereignty is the well-being of those subject to the
rule of the sovereign. If you have any measure of authority, if you
have any sphere of rule, then the well-being of those subject to your
rule is your first calling. | am the head of my house and that means
that if there is a noise in the house at 2:00 in the morning, | am the
one who is supposed to get out of bed and go and find out what the
disturbance is. | don’t say to my wife, “Well, you heard it—you go
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check.” No | am the sovereign, so | am supposed to see to her well-
being. Peace and good order are God’s gifts to His children.

Here are the Scriptures on the point: as the angels announce the
birth of Jesus,

Luke 2:13-14

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying:

14 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
goodwill toward men!"* NKJV

As the prophecy concerning the birth of Jesus unfolded,

Isa 9:6-7

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, P Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

7 Of the increase of his government and peace

there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne

and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it

with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.
The zeal of the LorD Almighty will accomplish this. NIV

As his government increases so will the peace of those subject to his
government increase - because the zeal of the Lord Almighty shall
accomplish it.

The job of the Holy Spirit is to produce the character of Christ in us in
an environment of peace. One of the administrations of the Holy
Spirit, in distributing the gifts of Jesus to the body of Christ, is to give
gifts of government. He gives five gifts.

Eph 4:8
8 This is why it & says: "When he ascended on high, he led
captives in his train and gave gifts to men." NIV
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And it describes certain gifts that he gave to men.

Eph 4:11-12
1 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and
teachers, NIV

Why?

Eph 4:12-13
12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the
body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the
faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature,
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. NIV

God gave these five gifts to equip us that we might become mature,
that is, to the whole measure of the stature of Christ, meaning: as
Christ was in the world—in behavior and in character that's what
we’re supposed to be.

Eph 4:14-15
14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth
by the waves, (In other words, we will not lose our peace by every
new thing that comes along) and blown here and there by every
wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in
their deceitful scheming. NIV

No, we will be steady. Ours will be an environment of peace and
good order. Instead of “tossed back and forth, running here and
there—like infants”

Eph 4:15-16
5 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things
grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16 From him
the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does
its work. NIV
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Every part of the body of Christ has a destiny to be fulfilled but we
need the empowerment of the Holy Spirit to do the works that are
consistent with how He intends to live in and through us. In addition
to that, we need to grow up into maturity, measured by the fullness of
the stature that belongs to Christ. In other words, His maturity is the
standard for the assessment of our maturity. In the process we will
not be “tossed back and forth”. Instead, we will live a life in a
context of peace and good order. We may have lots of troubles and
many problems but we’ll not be “tossed back and forth” by the
problems or distracted and dissuaded from our purposes by our
troubles. We’'ll be steady as we go, in the things of the Kingdom.

Remember in the book of Isaiah where it spoke of the government of
God.

Isa 9:6-7
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, b Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

7 Of the increase of his government and peace
there will be no end.

As His government increases so will the peace of those who put
their trust in Him.

He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty
will accomplish this. NIV

The Holy Spirit was given, as the delegate of Jesus Christ, to
empower us to do miraculous works, to change our character to
conform to the character of Christ, and to maintain an environment of
peace and good order in which we might grow up and become
mature. We have identified two of the administrations of the Holy
Spirit: one is empowerment and the other is environmental—leading
to our maturity, leading to our peace.
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Five gifts were given to develop our character: apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors and teachers. These gifts are necessary for the
equipping of the saints.

| am often asked if | think the role of the pastor should be diminished.
This is not true because there are five gifts given for the equipping of
the saints, one of which is “pastor"—apostles, prophets, evangelists,
pastor and teacher.” The problem is that in today’s climate, only the
gift of “pastor” is seen as being important. We should not undervalue
the qift of the pastor, but speak to correct the discrepancy that has
come about by the over-exaltation of the gift of pastor and the
diminishment of all of the other gifts of the Spirit that result in the
training of the character of those who put their trust in God.

We plan to talk about all of these five gifts. The apostle, prophet,
evangelist, pastor and teacher and how they equip the saints. We will
do that in the context of the Kingdom of God, understanding the
Kingdom is different from an institution or an organization. These five
gifts meant to develop the character of those in whom Christ is meant
to be found in maturity. We are meant to have His character,
together with His empowerment. Character without empowerment
will always present Christ poorly.
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THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD - APOSTLES

To equip the saints, God gave five gifts.

Ephesians 4:11-13
11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and

teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that

the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the
faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature,
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. NIV

These gifts are meant to equip the saints so the ministry God intends
to conduct through the life of every believer might reflect both the
maturity of Christ's character and His power. Everyone has a ministry
because your ministry is the manner in which Christ intends to live
through you. It's common today for people to believe ministry is for
those who are in the pulpit. The Bible specifically says, in Ephesians
4:11-12, that these five gifts were given for the equipping of the
saints. If you are one of the saints, you are to be equipped to do the
work God called you to do. The equipping of the saints is to prepare
us for the way God intends to live through us. These five gifts are
indispensable.

As | mentioned at an earlier time, today we see an emphasis on
some of these five gifts but practically no emphasis on others. There
are whole denominations that do not believe that many of these gifts
exist today, let alone that they are necessary. There are some who
say two things: Number one that once the written word came about,
the need for the five gifts ceased. | cannot imagine something less
biblical than that. The written word establishes these gifts as the
foundation of the government of God. The folks who say there is no
longer a need for the five gifts quote the book of 1st Corinthians the
13th chapter. In this passage the relevant part, the end of the chapter
says,

1 Corinthians 13:9-11

9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when
perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. NIV
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The thought is that when the word was written down it became the
perfect, indicating that what they had before was imperfect or partial.

According to Ephesians 4:11-12 there are five gifts to equip your
character for the works of service. Some say; "You don't need the five
gifts because you have had the written Word to replace the gifts of
apostles and prophets. Oddly enough, these same people, or
denominations admit to having evangelists, pastors and teachers.

Today we have those who believe they are evangelists because
everyone knows people should be brought in. We have those who
believe they are pastors, because people need to be cared for. Still
others would say they are teachers but typically they mean they are
Sunday school teachers. AlImost no group recognizes the need for
apostles, prophets together with evangelists, pastors and teachers.
The reason, we are told, is that when the perfect came the partial
was done away. The perfect the written Word; the partial was the
spoken word.

This point of view is dangerously flawed. Everything that the church
was, for the first century of its existence, came about as a result of
the spoken and not the written word. The word wasn't written until
much later. All that was done was done without one sentence of it
being written. Because it's all about events that occurred, the writing
is all after the fact. If the spoken word, were imperfect then what is
written is just as imperfect, because it recalls imperfect incidences.
To merely change the form from spoken to written does not confer a
completeness to the written that was absent with the spoken.

It was written after it had occurred so if you can rely on the substance
of what is written, it's because you can rely on this fact: that when it
was not written but merely spoken it was as complete as it would be
as when it was written down. So, it's foolish to suggest that the
perfect is the written and not the spoken. The written would have to
be just as imperfect as the spoken because the written is only written
about what was done while it was spoken. It's so obvious. Why
people would make such an idiotic argument is only indicative of the
prejudice against the Spirit of God who spoke the things when they
were spoken.
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The same Spirit who spoke through Peter on the day of Pentecost?
Was it not that the Holy Spirit came on him and they began to speak
in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.

Acts 2:4
4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues @ as the Spirit enabled them. NIV

Did that event produce the church or produce the first ones to be
called out? Yes. But it wasn't something written down. We know it is a
reliable occurrence because it is the work of the Spirit. The fact that
we could read about it now and know it was true is not what makes it
perfect. It's not the written form that makes it perfect. It was the Spirit
who was doing it that caused the event to be absolutely reliable. If
this were just a matter of some men thinking up some things to say
then perhaps both the spoken and the written would be imperfect.

Please understand that what was done was done and what was
written, was written about what was done. It was done first in spoken
formats. It was done subsequently by written formats. What was
spoken into being was subsequently recorded. So, it's as valuable
for our edification when it was spoken as when it was written. By
writing these things down it simply means that the same persons do
not have to be around from century to century to allow the information
to be conveyed. So, the written word did not replace the need for the
apostles.

The second argument is: there can't be apostles today. Only the
original twelve met the criteria spoken in Scripture for apostles. When
they died the class closed. Therefore all that constituted the work of
apostles had to have been finished by the time those twelve apostles
died. Let’s take a look at Scripture. The Scriptures say that it takes
five gifts to equip the saints. Does that mean it took five gifts to equip
the saints in the first century when the twelve apostles were around?

Ephesians 4:11-12
11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and
teachers, NIV
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If God said it takes five gifts to equip the saints, it takes five gifts to
equip the saints. To invent an argument that circumvents this truth is
to pervert the Scriptures.

Are there apostles today? The majority of people will quickly say
there were two criteria that Peter set forth for the selection of the
replacement to Judas. Nobody today could possibly meet those two
criteria. What were the criteria? The first one was that you had to
have been a follower of Jesus from the day that He was baptized by
John and seen His entire ministry. The second criterion was that you
had to have witnessed the resurrection of Jesus. Namely you should
have seen Him after He had been raised from the dead.

Acts 1:21-22

21 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who
have been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus went in and

out among us, 22 beginning from John's baptism to the time
when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must
become a witness with us of his resurrection." NIV

Nobody today could possibly meet those criteria. And the argument
would have to be true then that only the first century Christians could
be equipped by the five gifts. | maintain that until we are perfect, until
we all reach unity in the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God
and become mature we need the five gifts. Ephesians 4: 11 tells us
so. If we're saying that the written word conferred that perfection,
then we all would stand in the full measure of the stature that belongs
to Christ. | don't know anybody who will say that's true. Since that's
clearly not true, we must have the five gifts to equip the saints.

Let’s look at the argument that says the two criteria set forth by Peter
in Acts 1, for the replacement of Judas, would make it impossible for
anybody today to be an apostle. The two were: you had to have been
a witness of Jesus' ministry from the time that He was baptized by
John and you had to have been a witness of His resurrection.

We need to ask two questions. The first is: since Jesus Himself had
appointed the twelve and Judas had fallen, why did you need to
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replace Judas? Jesus didn't say to Peter, "Replace Judas. What was
Peter's motivation for replacing Judas? Why did he not just leave the
number at eleven?

There were two, Barsabas Justus and Matthias, who met the criteria
set forth by Peter. Since they were both capable of replacing Judas
because they met the criteria, why not appoint both? Why cast lots to
select one? Either leave the number at eleven or select two additional
ones. There did not appear to be an overabundance of apostles at
that point. It seems that the relevance was with the number twelve.

According to the Jewish Bet Din, their legal system in the days of
Jesus, when twelve witnesses testified to a matter it was conclusively
presumed to be true. Its where, in American jurisprudence and in
English common law, we get a jury of twelve. Twelve witnesses
testifying to a matter allowed for there to be a conclusive presumption
that the issue in controversy was true. Now, we see the twelve on the
day of Pentecost functioning as witnesses and that's what they said.

Acts 2:32-33
32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all
witnesses of the fact. NIV

The two criteria set forth by Peter were designed to select one more
person to fill out the required quotient of twelve witnesses. That's why
it was not eleven or thirteen. The work was to bring the gospel to the
Jews on the day of Pentecost and that required twelve. Peter knew it
and of course the Holy Spirit knew it. When Judas fell, the Holy Spirit
made provision, by Peter's lots, for Matthias to replace Judas, and
they even said so in the preamble leading up to the selection of
Matthias.

Acts 1:23-26
23 So they proposed two men: Joseph called Barsabbas

(also known as Justus) and Matthias. 24 Then they prayed,
"Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which of these

two you have chosen 25 to take over this apostolic ministry,

which Judas left to go where he belongs." 26 Then they cast
lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven
apostles. NIV
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After the day of Pentecost the number of Jewish apostles did not
remain at twelve. In the book of Galatians, Paul writes that he went
up to Jerusalem and met with none of the other apostles except Peter
and James, the brother of the Lord.

Galatians 1:18-19
18 Then after three years, | went up to Jerusalem to get

acquainted with Peter b and stayed with him fifteen days. 19 |
saw none of the other apostles — only James, the Lord's
brother. NIV

You will recall that James, the brother of the Lord, was not one of the
original twelve. There was James the son of Zebedee and John his
brother, and James the son of Alphaeus, but not James the son of
Joseph. And yet Paul calls him an apostle.

In Jerusalem, in Acts 15, when the counsel of apostles and elders
met to decide the terms for the admission of Gentiles into the church,
the counsel was presided over by James, the brother of the Lord. He
was the author of the decision of the counsel concerning the terms of
admission of the Gentiles into the church. This letter was sent to the
Gentiles in Antioch by the hand of Silas and Barnabas the same
Barnabas who became the traveling companion of Paul. So we find
James, the brother of the Lord, functioning as an apostle and he is
called an apostle by no other than by Paul himself.

Acts 15:12-21

12 The whole assembly became silent as they listened to
Barnabas and Paul telling about the miraculous signs and

wonders God had done among the Gentiles through them. 13
When they finished, James spoke up: "Brothers, listen to me.

14 simon 2 has described to us how God at first showed his

concern by taking from the Gentiles a people for himself. 15
The words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is
written:

16 "'After this | will return and rebuild David's fallen tent.
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lts ruins | will rebuild, and | will restore it, 17 that the remnant
of men may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who bear my

name, says the Lord, who does these things' P 18 that have

been known for ages. ¢ 19 "It is my judgment, therefore, that
we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are

turning to God. 20 Instead we should write to them, telling
them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual
immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from

blood. 21 For Moses has been preached in every city from the
earliest times and is read in the synagogues on every
Sabbath." NIV

There were not only more than twelve Jewish apostles, but none of
the apostles to the Gentiles met either of the criteria that Peter set
forth for the replacement of Judas. Paul didn't meet those criteria.
When he said, "Have | not met the Lord?" he was speaking about
meeting the Lord on the road to Damascus, but the criteria that Peter
set out was not that kind of encounter. Peter said that you had to
have been a witness of everything Jesus did, which means that Paul
would not have qualified because he was not around in that day, and
you had to have seen the Lord after He had been resurrected. That
means while He was walking on the earth you had to have seen Him.
The event involving Paul seeing Jesus would not qualify as seeing
the Lord because at the same time that Paul saw the Lord on the
road to Damascus he was in the company of a number of others
traveling with him, none of whom saw the Lord. So, if Paul were to
testify that he saw the Lord this needed to be verified by others. He
obviously saw the Lord, but it was not meant as a fulfillment of that
criterion, it was meant as a confirmation of Paul's own call to the
things to which God had called Paul.

We see in passages like 1 Thessalonians 1:1
“...Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the church of the
Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord

Jesus Christ.” NKJV
Chapter 2, of the same book, verse 7, says "as apostles of Christ".
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1 Thessalonians 2:6-8
6 Nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from
others, when we might have made demands as apostles of

Christ. 7/ But we were gentle among you, just as a nursing
mother cherishes her own children. NKJV

Who were the authors? Paul, Silas and Timothy. "We could have
commanded you”, he said.

Similarly,

Acts 14:14-16

14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this,
they tore their clothes and rushed out into the crowd,

shouting: 15 "Men, why are you doing this? We too are only
men, human like you. We are bringing you good news, telling
you to turn from these worthless things to the living God, who
made heaven and earth and sea and everything in them. NIV

You will recall that neither Paul nor Barnabas were in the list of the
twelve. None of the Gentile apostles met the criteria and yet the
Scriptures are replete with apostles. We must conclude the criteria
set forth by Peter were criteria to establish witnesses to the
resurrection of Jesus and to testify to the Jews because that is what
they required.

There were apostles in the New Testament and there are apostles
today. How did the apostles in the New Testament get to be apostles
and how do apostles today get to be apostles? We will pick this up in
the next session. We have come to see that there are apostles today,
and it is necessity for them to equip the saints so that we may have
God's character while you conduct the business of the Lord. You
must not only do the works of God but you must do them in the way
that is reminiscent of the character of the Lord himself.

We have been looking at developing the character of God in the
people of God, as well the gift of God's government. These gifts are
meant to develop our character. The main reasons we do not have
power today, or are not able to demonstrate power, is because our
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characters cannot sustain the demonstrations of power. God wants
first to give us the suitability of character, then He will give us power.
This doesn't mean we have no power, it just means that the greater
endowments of power to accomplish the work of Christ will come as
our character changes.

The five gifts of government: apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors
and teachers were given to equip the saints. We have concluded
there are apostles today, according to the criteria set forth by Peter
on the day of Pentecost. We see that the criteria were for the
selection of twelve witnesses which the Jewish legal system required.
Historically, this is where we get the concept of the jury of twelve.
None of the Gentile apostles met either of the criteria because the
Gentiles had no such requirements of authentication of witnesses.
How then did somebody become an apostle who did not see the
Lord, did not walk with him from the days of the baptism by John or
was not a witness of His resurrection?

Paul is a perfect example. The following Scripture will begin to give
us an insight into this matter. When did Paul become an apostle?
That would be a helpful place for us to begin. Fourteen years after his
road to Damascus experience Paul is not yet an apostle.

Acts 13:1-2
In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers:
Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen
(who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. NIV

In the list of the five mentioned the last one is Saul. The first was
Barnabas and they were called prophets and teachers, not apostles.
There is no reference to Paul as an apostle up to this time. But
fourteen years before on the road to Damascus the Lord told
Ananias:

Acts 9:15-16

15 But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen
Instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings

and before the people of Israel. 16 | will show him how much he
must suffer for my name." NIV
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He is being referred to as a prophet or teacher at this point. He would
say that he was a teacher. He certainly was not yet an apostle.

This is when he became an apostle:

Acts 13:2-5
2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy
Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work

to which I have called them." 3 So after they had fasted and
prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.

4 The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went

down to Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus. ® When
they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in
the Jewish synagogues. NIV

Until this time, they are referred to as among the prophets and
teachers but here is the first reference to Paul as an apostle.

Acts 14:4-5
4 The people of the city were divided; some sided with the
Jews, others with the apostles. NIV

The only two people who were here, who would qualify as apostles,
were Barnabas and Saul. We might think there were some of the
other apostles there but that is not the case.

Acts 14:14

14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this,
they tore their clothes NIV

The apostles referred to in verse 4 are named in verse 14, "When the
apostles Barnabas and Paul heard this they tore their clothes.” This is
the first direct reference to Paul as an apostle in all of the New
Testament.

How did he become an apostle? If he started out on the road to
Damascus and fourteen years later in Antioch he's still being referred
to as a teacher. When did he become an apostle? He would later say
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there was a grace given to him from his mother's womb to preach the
good news to the Gentiles.

Galatians 1:15-17
15 But when God, who set me apart from birth @ and called

me by his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his Son in me so
that | might preach him among the Gentiles, | did not consult
any man, NIV

His calling was that of preaching the good news to the Gentiles and
we will see, later on he had a second or an ancillary portion to his
calling and that is, he was also called to suffer.

Acts 9:15-16

15 But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen
instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their

kings and before the people of Israel. 16 | will show him how
much he must suffer for my name." NIV

The gifting he had to pursue this calling to suffer, and to preach the
good news to the Gentiles, was that of an apostle. We have gifts and
callings. Your calling is your destiny. Your gift is the empowerment of
the Holy Spirit that supports your calling.

Paul began by being called from his mother's womb to a destiny that
required an anointing or empowerment of apostleship. He had been
functioning for many years teaching the good news. We know, for
example, that after Barnabas found him in Tarsus and brought him
back to Antioch that, according to Acts 12, they continued for a whole
year in Antioch. They were fasting and praying when the Holy Spirit
spoke. The first thing that happened was to initiate the bringing forth
of this anointing of apostleship to fulfill the destiny of going to the
Gentiles. This was initiated when the Holy Spirit spoke. The Holy
Spirit spoke through the prophets and teachers, when they gathered
in Antioch.

If there is a gathering of prophets, it's a sure thing that God is going

to say something. Please note that there were prophets still in
existence at this time. The prophets did not end with John the Baptist.
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Among these five in Antioch, were some who were prophets. Look at
Silas;

Acts 15:32-33
32 Judas and Silas, who themselves were prophets, said
much to encourage and strengthen the brothers. NIV

There are prophets in the New Testament that are decades after
John had been executed. So the idea that John was the last of the
prophets is unbiblical. Prophets were present in the church in
Antioch, plainly stated in Acts 13:1 and the prophets spoke. The first
thing we note is that there was a prophetic utterance. The Holy Spirit
declared who Paul and Barnabas were. They had been doing
something else, but the time had come for them to do the thing that
they were put here to do. The way the Holy Spirit was going to work
through them was as apostles. The Holy Spirit spoke and said,
"Separate them.” They were local, now they are going to be trans-
local.

The work of an apostle is trans-local. It's done from one place to
another. An apostle only in his early days becomes resident within
the place. By definition, an apostolic ministry is mobile. It requires you
to move around. The government of the church, locally, is by elders.
The government of the church trans-locally is apostolic, by apostles.
The Holy Spirit spoke and said, "Separate for me Barnabas and Saul
for the work to which | have called them." and the two of them were
sent on their way by the Holy Spirit and they went off to do the work.

Now, here is another apostle in the New Testament. | want to show it
to you.

1 Thessalonians 1:1
Paul, Silas & and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ: NIV

Who are the writers to the Thessalonians? Paul, Silas and Timothy.
So when the Scriptures say (1 Thessalonians 1:2-3)

2 We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our
prayers. NIV
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1 Thessalonians 2:6
6 We were not looking for praise from men, not from you or
anyone else. NIV

Who are the “we”? -- Paul, Silas and Timothy

1 Thessalonians 2: 7
As apostles of Christ we could have been a burden to you,
NIV

Here are three other apostles. Now the question is, how did Timothy
get to be an apostle? First you see the commissioning of Timothy in
Acts 16:1-5 it says, "He," meaning Paul after the breakup with
Barnabas,

Acts 16:1-5
1 He came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple
named Timothy lived, whose mother was a Jewess and a
believer, but whose father was a Greek. 2 The brothers at

Lystra and Iconium spoke well of him. 3 Paul wanted to take
him along on the journey, so he circumcised him because of
the Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew that his

father was a Greek. 4 As they traveled from town to town, they
delivered the decisions reached by the apostles and elders in

Jerusalem for the people to obey. © So the churches were
strengthened in the faith and grew daily in numbers. NIV

Paul replaces Barnabas with Timothy and Silas. Now he writes to
Timothy to tell him about Timothy's own gift. And we know Timothy is
an apostle because we just read it in 1 Thessalonians 2:6: “As
apostles of Christ we...” NIV

This is Paul, Silas and Timothy. Now, Paul writes to Timothy and he
says

2 Timothy 1:6-7
6 For this reason | remind you to fan into flame the gift of
God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. NIV

We saw the place where he laid hands on Timothy, but there were
some elders who laid hands on Timothy as well. He says in the first
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book of Timothy, to fan into flames the gift of God, which was
confirmed upon him by the laying on of Paul's hands and a prophetic
utterance when the body of elders laid hands on him.

1 Timothy 4:14

4 Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a
prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on
you. NIV

In Lystra and in Derbe Timothy is doing the work. Just like Paul, who
for a whole year in Antioch with Barnabas, did the work. The test that
one is an apostle is that, well before they are identified as an apostle,
they are doing the work. The question will be, “What is the work?” We
will look at that in a moment. They are doing the work of an apostle.
The second criterion is that there is a prophetic utterance. The Holy
Sprit speaks and identifies who the person is. The third criterion is
that there is the laying on of hands confirming: a) that the person is
known to be doing the work and b) that the Holy Spirit has spoken.
The same things happened with Paul for his emergence as an
apostle. These steps were exactly the same steps that occurred with
Timothy when he emerged as an apostle.

How does someone today become an apostle? Number one: they are
doing the work. We do not have anything to give to anyone if the Holy
Spirit hasn't given it to you. The test that you are able is that you are
doing the work. If you are not doing the work, then you are not the
thing that is spoken, and you are that which you are doing. Long
before you know what you are, you will have been doing it. If people
want to know their calling look at, and understand what it is that they
have been doing because you do it inherently. You respond to who
God made you to be even when you don't know it.

Paul was doing the work of an apostle, Timothy was doing the work
of an apostle, then the Holy Spirit confirmed that they were, and their
time had come to be known, selected and set apart for that work
because the work is trans-local. Those who have known their work
are the ones who are qualified to confirm that they are capable. An
apostle confirmed Timothy because Paul knew what it was like to be
an apostle. No apostle apparently confirmed Paul because, until that
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point, he was the first to the Gentiles to be so recognized. But once
there are apostles, the indications in Scripture are that at least an
apostle participates in the recognition of another apostle. That is for a
good reason. In the kingdom, no one ought to have to make his own
way.

Authority in the kingdom is always for the blessing and the benefit of
others. If you appoint yourself as an apostle or if someone who is not
an apostle appoints you, then you both will find yourselves in the
place of always having to justify your being called an apostle.
Whereas if someone who is an apostle identifies you, then as Paul
was able to do to Timothy, he was able to say, "l write to you to fan
into flames the gift of God that is in you by the laying of on of my
hand." In other words, "I confirm that you are an apostle and | know
what it is to be an apostle because | am one." No one in the kingdom
ought ever to have to justify his or her existence. Somebody else
should confirm, by the laying on of hands. That's how Paul became
an apostle. That's how Timothy became an apostle. With the only
exception that | noted—that Paul himself was the first of the class
therefore, it was impossible for another to confirm him.

What distinguishes the work of an apostle? How does this work of an
apostle equip you? An apostle is meant to understand the mysteries
of the kingdom of heaven. That means God shows them what the
kingdom is like. Because they are endowed with the understanding of
the kingdom, they are able to explain the kingdom to others.
Secondly, they are able to bring order to the relationships of people in
the kingdom. For example, an apostle will come in to a city and, if
there are no believers, that apostle will do the work of an evangelist.
Why? Because that is how you get believers. People who are not
saved become saved. But once there are people who are saved then
the apostle begins to instruct and teach the things of the kingdom.

Jesus sent out the original twelve to make disciples. And that's what
the apostles do. When the apostles have done that there is a body of
believers from which leaders emerge. The responsibility of the
apostles is then to appoint the elders. In Acts 14:23 it speaks of how
Paul and Barnabas go back through the towns and villages to which
they had gone, appointing elders in all the cities and confirming the
saints.
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Acts 14:23
23 Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each
church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to the
Lord, in whom they had put their trust. NIV

Paul writes to Titus and to Timothy and he specifically gives to
Timothy the criteria for the appointment of elders.

If any man desires the office of a bishop, he says, he desires a good
work and he gives him the criteria.

1 Timothy 3:1-7
1 Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on

being an overseer, @ he desires a noble task. 2 Now the
overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one
wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able

to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle,

not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his
own family well and see that his children obey him with proper

respect. © (If anyone does not know how to manage his own

family, how can he take care of God's church?) 6 He must not
be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall

under the same judgment as the devil. / He must also have a
good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into
disgrace and into the devil's trap. NIV

And then he says to Titus;

Titus 1:5-6
S The reason | left you in Crete was that you might

straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint & elders in
every town, as | directed you. NIV

So the work of the apostle is to teach people how to have orderly and
righteous relationships. As the body matures, elders must be
appointed. The apostle also demonstrates works of power. People in
the church today do not believe they are capable of exercising power
because the gift that was given to teach us that we can exercise the
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power of Christ has largely been banned from the church. It is the
apostles to whom the gift of the demonstration of power comes. So if
you receive an apostle today, you receive the equipping of order in
your relationships, demonstrations of power and the understanding of
the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. By receiving an apostle you
will receive the gift vital for the development of your character in
respect to hope, confidence, maturity, and faith. This is absolutely
essential.

What about the gifts of prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers?
How do they equip the saints for the work of the ministry? In future
papers we will discuss the role and function of these four gifts and
understand how the character of God's people is developed by the
five gifts and why they are necessary for the equipping of the saints.
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THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD - PROPHETS

One of the longest running battles is between those who are led by
the Spirit and those who are led by reason. Those led by reason
guestion our ability to hear God. The outcome of this is critical to the
life of the believer. If you cannot hear God, if there is no way that
God speaks to you, then the question of how you are to be directed,
becomes a moot point in your ability to make decisions? Those who
argue for reason say; “God has given you a good mind, so reason it
out”. The funny thing about the argument for “reason” is it cannot
peer into the future. It can only look at the past, overlay the present
upon the past and guess as to what the future is going to be. It
employs precedent, the status quo and then an inferential “leap™—a
guess. Apart from that process, is there a way to be sure that you
should do this and not that?

The problem with the process of reason is that the future always,
“throws us curves”, meaning: it is unpredictable. We will have to
decide if we believe in a process that cannot bridge the gap between
what we used to know, what we now know, and what the future will
demand. Is there a process that bridges the gap between the
present, reasonable analyses and the future? What would it be like if
you could actually know what to do today? Obviously everybody
would want to know that.

The fact is that it is not necessary for you to know what tomorrow is
going to bring. If you can hear God, He who knows tomorrow is
going to prepare you today without necessarily telling you what
tomorrow will be. This is one of the great secrets of life. It took
decades for my soul to be disciplined to the point where | could trust
what God was going to do tomorrow. He was preparing me for today
without actually telling me what tomorrow was going to be so that
when | arrived at tomorrow | would be fully prepared for it—and at
that point | would appreciate how God had prepared me.

I'll give you an example: When | went back to teaching public school,
after 30 years working at several other jobs, | was not thinking of
retirement or health care provision. | had hardly been sick for most of
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my life. However, | did have a heart attack and a bypass graph two
years before retirement. | was not sure | had worked for the school
system long enough to be granted a retirement, but when | talked to
the lady in Human Resources, she was happy to tell me | was eligible
because | had worked the minimum of seven years. She asked me if |
would like the healthcare coverage and said, my retirement payment
would just cover the premium. | felt like the Lord said; “You are going
to need this”. My reaction was one of denial. | thought, “I'm all fixed
up now and will not need anything for a long time”. Needless to say, |
have had several operations in the hospital, numerous procedures,
many trips to the Emergency Room and a multitude of doctors visits.

| had no idea what the future had in store for me, but by listening to
the Lord, | made the right choice. As I'm fond to say, “l would have
been in ten poorhouse’s if | had trusted reason over revelation”. I'm
happy to report the Lord knew what | needed and made provision for
me.

That's the point about hearing God. You don’t have to know the
future. Look at the way the dichotomy is framed. How can | know the
future? And so the question is: If | understand the past, if | overlay
the present upon it, can | then, reasonably extrapolate to the future,
and is that a sufficient process that allows me to be prepared for the
future when it comes? The assumption in this stream of thinking is
you have to know the future. The truth is you don’t have to know the
future. There is an incredible relief that comes to us if we understand
we don’t have to know the future. Humanity is obsessed with being
able to predict the trends of the future, being able to figure out what
tomorrow is going to bring. There are multi-billion dollar industries
dedicated to trying to refine the process of looking at the past,
overlaying it with the present and being able to predict trends for the
future.

You do not have to know the future... if you know God. Why?
Because here is the alternative: God, who knows the future, holds
the future, directs the future and loves you, is willing to prepare you
now for the future. What need do you have to know the future? You
have no need; you simply need to be able to hear God. Now religion
IS very tenacious in its attempt to “hold onto its primary spot. If
people believed there was nothing between them and God—no
organization, no man—if we believed that, religion would instantly
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lose any credibility, because it would have no value. Religion
attempts to tell you how you are to understand the mind of the Lord,
but the truth is the mind of the Lord is imparted to you—the Holy
Spirit to your spirit.

The big question is: How can you be sure you can actually hear
God? And, if you assume that you can hear God, how can it be
confirmed that you do? How can you be sure that God is speaking to
you and that you can hear God? The premise is that you do not need
to know the future; you simply need to hear God. If religion insists
you cannot hear God—because the assumption that you cannot hear
God requires you to rely on religion to tell you what God is saying—
then the question becomes: How can you be sure that it is God?
How can you be sure that you have heard God?

Before | get to that, let me say that religion does no one any service.
It enslaves you to its demand to be primary in your life. The goal of
religion is for you to believe you have no access to God except such
access as religious thought specifies. We watch today as these
global religions come up with the most absurd and foolish notions.
Notions that, if you knew God, would seem so outrageous you would
say, “Why would anybody who knew God believe this?” For example,
we are told to exercise our faith to be able to procure the promises of
God. To many this means we need to sweat, and pray in loud and
demanding terms. After doing this, some have fallen under great
condemnation supposing their faith was not good enough.
Undoubtedly, they have friends who will quickly explain why they
have not obtained the promises of God; they will be told they don’t
have enough faith. This is how bizarre religion is, but people believe it
because they don’'t know God. It's understandable that, not just this
form of religion, but any religion that takes the view that you can't
hear God yourself so your pastor is to hear God for you. This model
of pastor is derived from a concept that we are not good enough to
hear God, but the pastor is. It's by a different name, but it's the same
spirit. It's no small matter that we know we can hear God because it
is the alternative to someone telling us what God is saying and
someone trying to describe to us who God is, for our benefit and for
our consumption.
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God would have you know Him and knowing God is not an
intellectual process. The intellectual process, if it has any real value,
is that it confirms the spiritual process.

Romans 8:15-17
15 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave

again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. 9 And by

him we cry, "Abba, N Father.” 16 The Spirit himself (the one
who lives in us) testifies with our spirit that we are God's
children. NIV

Let’s consider the matter of you belonging to God, and being a son of
God. Religion says you were made a Christian “when your name was
given”. That's not when you are a believer, it's not how you know that
you are a son of God.

This previous Scripture says that you know you are a son of God
because of a witness born to your spirit by the Holy Spirit. In short,
you have a spirit within you and the Holy Spirit comes into you and
speaks to your spirit and you know you are a son of God. What if you
don’t believe that you can hear God? What if religion succeeds in
robbing you of the belief that you can hear God? Then you can never
have the confirmation that you belong to God. This very concept
demands you have an absolute confidence that when the Spirit, who
speaks to your spirit, does so, you can hear Him in your spirit. He
speaks to your spirit because your spirit is capable of hearing God.
Your spirit is able to hear the Lord because your spirit originated out
of God. God blew a spirit into man, so the spirit of the human being
is of the same kind and nature as God, himself.

One of the five gifts given to equip the saints is the gift of prophets.
The gifts, according to;

Ephesians 4:11-13
11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and

teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so

that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and
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become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness
of Christ. NIV

God has given us apostles to demonstrate power, to reveal mysteries
and to bring order. The gift of the prophet is for the confirmation to
your spirit, that you do hear God. When the church is “without
prophets” then no one can be sure he is hearing God because there
IS no confirmation, there is no familiarity with the ability to hear God
working within you. If you've been in a meeting, where people are
prophesying, has it not occurred to you that you will hear, in your
spirit, in the inner man, you will hear along the same lines. You'll be
sitting there thinking, “I can’t say that. If I do, they’ll laugh. I'll sound
foolish. They won't believe me. I'll be ridiculous.”

And, not very long after that, someone else in that meeting will speak
up and say the very thing that you just heard. Everybody applauds,
or everybody confirms it, or other people add to it—and suddenly it is
before you that God spoke to you, that you refused to declare what
He said to you. Somebody else did and then your reaction is, “I could
have said that. | knew that.” It's like you knew it was yours to say
and to do, but by failure to take it in at the moment, it slipped through
your hands and passed to another. At that time you'll typically
promise yourself that whenever this happens again you will speak up
and likely, if the environment repeats itself, the same outcome will
come. You'll hear from God, you'll let it go and somebody else will
take it, will pick it up.

If you grew up in the body of Christ around prophets; you would have
noticed someone who confidently declares the word of the Lord as if
every day of his life, he is hearing God. There is confidence, without
boastfulness or arrogance. They will pray for people to receive the
impartation of the prophetic and people will begin to prophesy. They
will stand around and listen to people speaking and point out that
they had heard God, what they said, God had already spoken. In
short, if you had grown up in your life as a believer, among groups of
people who believed in prophets and who regularly associated with
prophets, by now you would be sure that you are hearing God.

You would be able to distinguish between God'’s voice and your own
voice, which usually doesn’t want anything to change. You would
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also know the voice of your enemy which always accuses, belittles,
and humiliates you. You would know that voice which would expose
you, or you being ignored would be foolishness. You would have
been able to distinguish between the voice of God, the voice of the
Spirit of God who speaks to the inner man and that voice will typically
be one in which you are able to know what God is saying—it's
different from your own voice, it challenges you but you never feel as
though if you follow that voice you’ll be endangered. If prophets had
touched your life, you would never have been at a point in your walk
with the Lord where you didn’t believe that you could hear God, or
you didn’t believe that God was speaking to your spirit and that you
were able to hear God.

Everyone who is religious is religious in part because he or she is
looking for a way to be pleasing to God. They function by what
religion demands. They are quick to notice “what people think” and
assume this is how God speaks and acts. We’'ve all seen some
person running around being very busy, trying to do all that they think
everybody else would expect and approve. Such a person commonly
is religious and one who really has no confidence that he can hear
God. The argument against hearing God is, “Who are you that you
might think that God is speaking to you?” “If you say God is speaking
to you, then how are we to correct you?”

Let’s begin with the first one: How do you know that God is speaking
to you? The Scriptures very specifically say, “The Spirit bears
witness with your spirit.”

Romans 8:16-17
16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are
God's children. NIV

That's a fact. And who are you? God loves you; you are a son of
God. That's why He would want to talk to you. He is the Father; you
are the son. Why would a father not want to talk to his son? From
the very beginning, even in the Garden of Eden, it was the habit of
God, every day, to show up and talk to man. Instead of doing that
now, He lives in you by His Spirit. The Scriptures specifically—say
that He gave you the Spirit to dwell in you to speak to your spirit.
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Romans 8:14-16
14 because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons

of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a
slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. 9

And by him we cry, "Abba, h Father." 16 The Spirit himself
testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. NIV

Your spirit has a mind that is able to hear God and when you believe
God speaks to you, then you will hear what He is saying. How about
If you just want what you want and you say that God is speaking to
you as a way of justifying that? The answer is simple enough. The
Spirit speaks and confirms what He says by the Letter. The same
Holy Spirit who wrote the Letter is the one who is speaking to you.
He will never contradict Himself. So if somebody says, for example,
that God told them to divorce their wife, the Scriptures express God's
preference for marriage and there is a whole wealth of information in
the Scriptures by which you can judge whether or not that assertion
has come from the Holy Spirit.

In summary, the prophetic confirms that you can hear God and the
prophetic—among the believers—establishes in you the reality that
the Holy Spirit speaks to your spirit. When you receive a prophet, like
when you receive an apostle, the impartation is you have confidence
that you can hear God. That’'s why that gift is necessary for the
equipping of the saints.
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THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD - EVANGELISTS

The church in America today is experiencing a decline in
membership. What is commonly considered to be growth is merely
the shift of membership, from smaller church groups to mega-
churches. The mega-churches argue they can better serve people
because they have more to offer in the way of programs and events.
Many who have made that move are saying the mega-church does
not understand how to bring order and discipline and even to provide
fellowship for their membership. One of the complaints | commonly
hear is when the people who leave the small churches and go to the
mega-churches get in trouble, they come back to the smaller
churches in order to find fellowship and the support they need.

Our problem is we think of the government of God relates to
“congregations”, large or small. The government of God is meant for
a people who are a nation. We are a holy nation and this nation has
citizens in every city.

1 Peter 2:9-10

9 But you are a chosen people, aroyal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light. NIV

In every city, the expression of the body of Christ ought to be that
there is only one body. Typically, men have the idea they can best
serve God by recruiting people to help them to do the things they
believe represent how they are to serve God.

The truth is, the government of God only works when it provides an
environment of peace and good order. The government will provide
training and disciplining of the character as well as oversight. The
oversight allows people to grow up and become mature. The
oversight encourages and allows the Spirit of God to move them and
to operate in them in the way that permits the Lord to do with them
and to do through them the very thing for which they were created.
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This is a totally different concept of why you are here and what the
church is supposed to be. It even re-defines the church—not as
small groups or mega-groups—but instead: God’s own people who
are called out. It therefore defines the government as existing to
serve these vital needs of the believers.

When all said and done, these five gifts—apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors and teachers—are given to equip the saints,
because every saint is given the opportunity by God for the Holy
Spirit to dwell in them and direct them in such a way that God may
do, through them, what God intended to do through them and is the
very reason why God created the person.

Eph 4:11-13
11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and

teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so

that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness
of Christ. NIV

The government of God is meant to operate, not over a congregation
of people. It's meant to operate in regards to a nation of people. The
implications are far-reaching and so profound that they would shake
up the existing church structure. We think of evangelism in terms of
the local congregation. We are talking about training people to go
and recruit other people for membership in our church.

There are groups of church planters at the present time, who will form
their church direction after having done a survey to decide what the
people in a location want from a church. Is there any wonder there is
so much “bad blood” between the mega-church and the small
church? Is there any wonder why there is such competition among
groups?

The fact is: we don’t see ourselves as a nation, we see ourselves as
a series of congregations which we accept as normal. This is blatant,
sinful conduct of the dividing of the body of Christ. The gifts are

meant to equip the saints, which means there ought to be a purpose
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behind the equipping. The purpose is: for the work of their ministry.
We must understand, “Your ministry is what God had in mind when
He made you.” God wanted to touch humanity—those humans to
whom your life will interface. God had in mind to touch them and He
made you as that instrument by which He would accomplish that.
The equipping then is for you to touch others.

Evangelism is not for the building-up of some local congregation.
Evangelism is to show the love of God to people. The core of the gift
of evangelism is that gift that demonstrates the love of God, shows
people that God loves them. Now there is the assumption that
evangelism always results in somebody being saved. No.
Evangelism may result in someone being saved, but evangelism is
about planting the seed of hope in the hearts of people.

1 Corinthians 3:6-8
6 | planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it

grow. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is
anything, but only God, who makes things grow. NIV

We think of evangelism as somebody coming to Christ, and whose
life is transformed by the presence of Christ. Quite often evangelism
takes place beginning with a seed planted in the heart of a person...
a good word, a kind deed. Usually evangelism occurs when the
Living God speaks into the life of a sinner and brings hope. On one
occasion Jesus met a blind man and He healed him. The religious
fellows got upset with Jesus for healing on the Sabbath. Actually, the
thing that they were against was that He healed at all, because it
showed that God was with Him. They found the excuse that He did
so on the Sabbath. Of course they were opposed to the work of God
being done on the Sabbath.

That's the nature of religion. It places its forms above the substance
of God’s presence. Now they cornered the fellow that had been
healed and said to him, “Who do you think Jesus is? First the fellow
said, “Well, are you asking me because you want to be His
disciples?” And they said, “No, no... just answer our question.”
Realizing that it was a trap, the man said to them, “I can’t answer
your question, but this | do know: once | was blind, but now | see.”
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John 9:24-33
24 A second time they summoned the man who had been

blind. "Give glory to God, b" they said. "We know this man is a
sinner."

25 He replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not, | don't know.
One thing I do know. | was blind but now | see!"

26 Then they asked him, "What did he do to you? How did
he open your eyes?"

27 He answered, "l have told you already and you did not
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to
become his disciples, too?"

28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, "You are this

fellow's disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29 We know that
God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don't even
know where he comes from."

30 The man answered, "Now that is remarkable! You don't

know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 we
know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the

godly man who does his will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of
opening the eyes of a man born blind. NIV

When Jesus healed him, the love of God was demonstrated to the
man in need. “Signs”, the Scriptures say, are not for the believers,
but for the unbelievers

1 Corinthians 14:22-23

22 Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers but for
unbelievers; prophecy, however, is for believers, not for
unbelievers. NIV

It is typical for evangelism to occur for somebody who is lost to
encounter the presence of Jesus Christ in some miraculous fashion.
Today most of our thoughts about evangelism are how to prepare
and distribute some message that would get somebody to be an
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intellectual believer. Do you know that there is not a single biblical
reference to a “sinner’s prayer”? That widely used recruitment tool,
commonly employed by evangelicals is not to be found either directly,
or indirectly in the Scriptures. Nowhere is there a reference to a
“sinner’s prayer”. How on earth would you lead anyone to Christ if
you did not have the benefit of the “sinner’s prayer’? When Charles
Finney invented the sinner’s prayer in the days of the great revivals in
America, it was how you “closed the deal”.

Let’s look at a Biblical way a person might get saved without a
sinner’s prayer. Jesus met a small man named Zacchaeus. He job
was to collect taxes from the Jews on behalf of the Romans. The
Jews hated the tax collectors because they were a constant reminder
of their loss of freedom. This small fellow climbs into a tree as Jesus
was coming along a very crowded street. He was short, so in order to
see Jesus, he climbs a tree. When Jesus got to the tree, He looked
up and said, “Zacchaeus, come down. I'm going with you to your
house.” As they walked, Jesus talked with him and Jesus proclaimed
to him that salvation had come to his house.

Later on, that very day, after spending a little time with Jesus,
Zacchaeus comes out and makes an incredible declaration of
repentance. He says to everybody present, “Today, if | have robbed
any man, in my taking of the taxes, | will restore four times—four
times to one. If | robbed you of a quarter, I'll pay you a dollar. Four
times to one | will refund you whatever | have taken from you.”
Clearly the man was saved. Nowhere in this account is either
implied, or an actual reference to the “sinner’s prayer”. Jesus simply
stops under the tree, tells him to come down. How did Jesus know to
stop under the tree and tell Zacchaeus to come down and to go with
Him? Why would Jesus tell him salvation had come to his house?

Why would Zacchaeus climb into the tree in the first place? Do short
people typically, want to call attention to their small stature? We
know, and refer to, the “small man syndrome”—the idea that when a
man is small, he wants to make you think that he is not. Climbing up
into a tree, in front of everybody, is hardly the way Zacchaeus wanted
to advertise the fact that he was small of stature. In addition to that,
he was a tax collector. Even if he were tall, he was a tax collector.
Jesus walked right by and stopped under the tree. That crowd was
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the very crowd that hated the tax collector. So you have a small,
hated man, showing himself in a tree to the whole crowd, calling
attention to the fact that: a) he was small and b) he was a tax
collector—by being in the tree. Is that normal? Do people who are
hated put themselves up for ridicule by public displays? Are people
who are small of stature desirous of being pointed to and referred to
and otherwise despised?

The normal person would be ashamed and embarrassed on both
counts—small of stature and hated by the crowd—to go into the tree.
What could motivate a man to go into a tree under those
circumstances? The answer is very simple: the need for God that
was in him was greater than either his fear of scorn. The fact that he
was short was an impediment and the fact that he was a tax collector
was a restraint but neither was strong enough to offset or overcome
the desire in his heart to see the Lord. Somehow, that day, he had to
be close enough to see the Lord.

Luke 19:1-10
1 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man
was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax
collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was,

but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. 4
So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him,
since Jesus was coming that way.

S When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to
him, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately. | must stay at your

house today." 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him
gladly.

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone
to be the guest of a 'sinner."

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord!
Here and now | give half of my possessions to the poor, and if
| have cheated anybody out of anything, | will pay back four
times the amount."
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9 Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house,

because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man
came to seek and to save what was lost." NIV

It's almost like another character in the Scripture who said, “If | could
only touch the hem of His garment | know I'll be whole.”

Matthew 9:20-21

20 Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for
twelve years came up behind him and touched the edge of his

cloak. 21 She said to herself, "If | only touch his cloak, | will be
healed." NIV

That's what Jesus saw when He came and stood under the tree. He
saw a man who was so driven to make contact with Jesus that he
was willing to risk public ridicule on both counts—on account of his
stature and on account of his occupation—in order to see the Lord.

If we didn’t have the “sinner’s prayer”, if we didn’t have the “canned”
speeches, if we didn’t have the rehearsed program to win someone to
Christ, we might just have to discern where people are.

Do you know why most of our efforts to win people to Christ, fail?
They fail because we have no idea the readiness or the
preparedness of the people for the coming of the truth to them.
Jesus did not send us out to speak to anybody who would stop and
listen or whom we could arrest in their process. He sent us out with
the understanding that the Holy Spirit would already go before us and
we would know who was being called to Christ. When you see
someone in a tree, driven there by the desperation of the need that is
in him, then it is appropriate for you to tell them what God has already
done for them. When Jesus saw Zacchaeus in the tree, Jesus had
the Spirit of the Lord in Him and He could discern that here was a
man who did not need to be taught to repent, here was a man who
did not need to be taught his need for God, here was a man who was
like a ripe, low-hanging fruit, ready to be picked.

When Jesus said to him, “Salvation has come to your house”, He
discerned the condition of need that was in the man and secondly, He
was the one who was sent as an able administrator of the grace of
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God. The fact that he was short or a tax collector meant nothing to
Jesus because the spirit of evangelism is the spirit of the love of God
for the lost. If you will couple God’s love for the lost with someone
who is ready to hear about the love of God, someone who has
already been drawn, then it is no stretch for you to be able to say to
someone, “Your sins are forgiven.” Does that mean you are forgiving
their sins? No, you didn’t die on the cross, so you have no ability to
forgive their sins. But what are you then? You are the mouthpiece,
and from your heart is spoken the love of God, by God himself.

The Spirit of God who lives in you, who sees by the spirit of
discernment—who sees and recognizes the person who is lost and in
need of Christ, the Spirit of God within you, then, speaks to that
person and conveys the love of God for them. When you speak the
love of God, such a person will immediately receive it because he is
ready. Evangelism, then, is God'’s love for the lost but it requires
discernment by the Spirit to know when it is time—and to whom—to
declare the forgiveness of God. God draws them—you speak.

That's the order of evangelism. The gift of the evangelist is not meant
to go and win people for Christ. Like all the other gifts, the gift of
evangelism is meant to equip the saints so that you can do the work;
you can be the one who speaks about the love of God.

A friend of mine tells this story. “lI was in the country of Sweden, in
the city of Kumla, a couple of years ago. We met with a woman who
had had three husbands and multiple affairs. One of her children had
died from an overdose of heroin and she was in very sad shape when
we met her. She was angry with the Lord. The one who invited us to
meet with her said that they didn’'t know what could be done but
perhaps there might be something we could say. When we started to
speak with her, we started to talk to her about her need to forgive her
father for abandoning, her grandfather for molesting, and husbands
for cheating. She said, “l can't.” So | said, “Well it’s like being
handcuffed. You are handcuffed to these memories and they define
you. To forgive, doesn’t mean the wrong was not done, it means that
you want to turn yourself loose, to be set free from the wrong-doer
who remains tied to you in your memory by the event that you recall.
Forgiveness will loosen you from the memory.” She said, “Well, |
could do that.”
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“We led her through forgiveness and then drove out the spirits that
were associated with these abuses. By the time she was relieved of
them, | spoke the word of the Lord to her—I simply had to say, “Your
sins are forgiven you because Jesus loves you. You are saved.” Ten
years fell off this woman'’s face. She was transformed before our
very eyes. She went from being an unbeliever who saw the
goodness of God to a believer”.

Evangelism is the declaration of the goodness of God to someone
who is ready to hear about God’s goodness. God draws them, you
tell them, the salvation occurs and they are on their way in their
relationship to God. The gift of evangelism prepares you in this way.

Jesus gave five gifts for the equipping of the saints, including the gift
of evangelism. Now as simple as that statement is, you would think
that we would see that this was a gift given to the church for the
equipping of the saints. It is amazing how we understand the words
but we don’t understand what they mean and yet we think we do. If
you were to ask someone, “Tell me what an evangelist does.” The
answer would be, “Well, they go and evangelize, of course.”

Well the Scriptures say: the gift of evangelism... the gift of someone
as an evangelist. He gave some to be apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors and teachers.

“This is why it says: ‘When he ascended on high, he led
captives in his train and gave gifts to men.’ (What does ‘he
ascended’ mean except that he also descended to the lower,
earthly regions? He who descended is the very one who
ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole
universe.) It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and
teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that
the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the
faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”
— Ephesians 4:8-13)
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The gift of an evangelist is a governmental gift and it is given for the
equipping of the saints. Why? Because it is the saints who
evangelize, but they don’t know how to evangelize so God gives them
a gift to teach them how to evangelize.

All of these five gifts are given by impartation; they are not by
schooled processes. You don’t have a class to which you invite
someone to learn about evangelism. The person has a gift and the
character of the person is himself the gift. What do | mean by that?

Well first let's understand what the gift of evangelism actually is and
then it is easy enough, then, to understand the person who
evangelizes. What is the gift? An evangelist embodies the gift of
God’s love. What is meant by that is that “God so loved the world.”

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life.” —John 3:16)

God loves people—the love of God for people is well-established, not
just in the pages of Scripture but the specific incidences, referred to in
Scripture that demonstrate the love of God, perhaps none greater
than the cross. Does God love people? Yes. Who does God love?
Everyone. Who may be properly excluded from the love of God? No
one.

Why, then, are not our churches filled with all kinds of people, not just
the ones we are like or who “do for us” the things that we want done?
Why do we strive to have the “moneyed” people be the predominant
constituency in the church? Why do we strive to have the same
racial group as what we are comfortable with, when the truth,
Scripturally, is that whoever comes to Christ is of a particular race—
we are a holy race.

But you are a chosen people, aroyal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of
him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” — |
Peter 2:9)
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God does not count ethnic origins, the color of one’s skin, the
background of one’s history—God does not count that as having any
significance at all to how His kingdom is comprised. In fact we are
specifically told that His kingdom was meant to be comprised of
people of every tribe, language and nation.

“And they sang a new song: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll
and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your
blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and
language and people and nation. You have made them to be a
kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the
earth.”” — Revelation 5:9,10)

Oh, | know that there are teachings to the contrary but they are just
simply wrong and we spend too much time contending with what is
wrong and not saying what is right. Let’s let the wrong be wrong, let
the one who is wrong, let him be wrong still.

“Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him who is
vile continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do
right; and let him who is holy continue to be holy.” — Revelation
22:11)

You say what's right; you practice what is true.

God loves people—that’s the base line of Scripture. The gift of
evangelism is the gift of God’s love to the world. As | said, the
church—the body of Christ—is sorely in need of being refreshed,
renewed, sometimes even being acquainted with the love of God, so
God sends those who embody the love of God. That gift is called the
evangelist. The impartation of this gift of love to the body is what
equips everybody—male and female—to be able to bring forth the
love of God in the requisite circumstance.

Now why is the church in America dwindling? Why is that we are
confusing the rearrangement of the present membership from one
congregation to another—usually from smaller groups to larger
groups - with church growth and /or evangelism when, in fact, very
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few new people are being brought in? And the answer is very
simple. We sent the evangelist away... we sent them away.

If you go to a country like Mexico - if you are working as |
occasionally get to do, say, in the very deep south of Mexico—states
of Tabasco, Chiapas, down around the border with Guatemala—you
will find that the people have a real sensitivity to Christ and a need to
be saved and in fact if you go and speak to the people there, over a
period of time what you will typically find is that the same persons get
saved again and again and again and the question is “Why?” The
answer is simple: their only exposure has been to evangelists.

We, in America and in Europe, sent the evangelist away because our
idea of evangelism was, “Hey, you love the lost; go find some lost
people and win them to Christ.” We did not see that the gift was
given to the church. As a result, today the majority of people sitting in
the pews will never actively participate in anyone coming to Christ.
That’s why the membership is drying up. The people have no burden
for the lost. But getting up in the pulpit and telling them that they
ought to have a burden for the lost will not work... doesn’t work. If it
did work the results would be different now. We’'ve had any number
of people on television in the pulpits telling people to get out there
and win people to Christ that any number of programs conceived...
stacks of new literature being written to try to educate the mind of the
unbeliever so that he would actually change.

That's not what wins somebody to Christ. Someone is brought to
Christ when he encounters the love of God. Simple... simple. “Once
| was blind; now | see.”

“A second time they summoned the man who had been blind.
‘Give glory to God,’ they said. ‘We know this man [Jesus] is a
sinner.’” He replied, ‘Whether he is a sinner or not, | don’t know.
One thing I do know. | was blind but now | see!’”” —John
9:24,25)

“Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was
there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and
was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a
short man he could not, because of the crowd. So he ran ahead
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and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was
coming that way. When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up
and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, come down immediately. | must
stay at your house today.” So he came down at once and
welcomed him gladly. All the people saw this and began to
mutter, ‘He has gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner.” But
Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, ‘Look, Lord! Here and
now | give half of my possessions to the poor, and if | have
cheated anybody out of anything, | will pay back four times the
amount.” Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this
house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son
of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”” — Luke 19:1-
10)

Shall  go on? | mean, this is why these things are written in the
Scriptures—for our learning—that we might see how Jesus
approached sinners. Jesus came to the house of a man named
Simon and a prostitute wept on his feet, washed his feet with her
tears and then dried them with her hair and poured ointment on His
feet. And Jesus explained it this way when the high and mighty
looked down on Jesus for not sending her away: Jesus explained that
He had driven many demons out of this woman—she had been
forgiven much, so she loves much.

“Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with
him, so he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the
table. When awoman who had lived a sinful life in that town
learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she
brought an alabaster jar of perfume, and as she stood behind
him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears.
Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured
perfume on them. When the Pharisee who had invited him saw
this, he said to himself. ‘If this man were a prophet, he would
know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that
sheis asinner.” Jesus answered him, ‘Simon, | have something
to tell you.” ‘Tell me, teacher,” he said. ‘Two men owed money to
a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and
the other fifty. Neither of them had the money to pay him back,
so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love
him more?’ Simon replied, ‘| suppose the one who had the
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bigger debt canceled.” ‘You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.
Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, ‘Do you
see this woman? | came into your house. You did not give me
any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and
wiped them with her hair. You did not give me a kiss, but this
woman, from the time | entered, has not stopped kissing my
feet. You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured
perfume on my feet. Therefore, | tell you, her many sins have
been forgiven—for she loved much. But he who has been
forgiven little loves little.” Then Jesus said to her, ‘Your sins are
forgiven.” — Luke 7:36-48)

That's why He said, “The publicans and the harlots will come into the
Kingdom before you."—speaking to the religious people—because
He understood that desperate humanity, touched by the love of God,
will change.

“Jesus said to them, ‘I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and
the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you.
— Matthew 21:31b)

m

Evangelism is about the love of God being shown to people. God
gives the gift of evangelists to the body... not to the world. He gives
the gift of “the evangelist"—someone filled with the love of God,
someone embodying the love of God—gives that person into the
church to “infect” them with the visual presentation of the love of
God. And when you see that, it changes you because the Spirit of
God bears witness in your spirit and it awakens in you—it awakens in
your spirit—God'’s love for the lost, a thing that can grow cold.

Love grows cold over time if it is not exercised and the church in this
country has become so “self-focused” and evangelism has been such
a “packaged” and “sanitized” thing that nobody actually goes to the
lost, we go to the saved to try to get them to be of our “brand” and the
reason we can’t find many in this country who would just restore to
our understanding—restore to our emotions the love of God—is
because our view of evangelism is if somebody is an evangelist, send
them away, send them “out”.
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“For the equipping of the saints” is what the Scriptures say—the gift
was given to equip the saints. When you send them away, they will
equip wherever they go. That's why people in Mexico and in other
foreign countries now are equipped to evangelize. They are not
mature; they don’t know what else to do other than win people to
Christ because they have only received the evangelist.

The other notion that we have that goes along with that is this: that it
Is better to have an evangelistic campaign, an evangelistic crusade
and bring them in that way than it is to equip the saints to win the
lost. Well, let’s run some numbers for a moment; let’s think about
that, since the goal in that thinking is, “Let’s get more people ‘in’.” If
that is the goal then we ought to be impressed with the method that
brings people “in”, shouldn’t we?

The typical concept of evangelism today is to go and hold an
evangelistic crusade. The history of that has to do with anyone from
Charles Finney to Billy Sunday to Oral Roberts to Billy Graham and to
the various ones today who are continuing the genre. Now God, in
His goodness, will let a thing go until He introduces that which
represents His more perfect, more complete will and so | am not
saying people weren’t saved by that process but you'll notice there is
no one coming up to replace the old evangelists in that style of
evangelism.

Does that mean that evangelism has stopped? No, it means that the
government of God is functioning and instead of holding evangelistic
crusades and motivate, trying to get the city to come together to get
people to be saved, God wants the saints to do the work—you and
me and all the tens of thousands, hundreds of thousands, millions of
us to do the work of the ministry. And to that end He gave an
equipping gift, which is the gift of love demonstrated through
someone who embodies the love of God for the lost. That's what the
evangelistic gift is.

Let’'s look at the numbers for a moment. | read these numbers from a
Billy Graham Association report. The numbers are that five years
after an evangelistic crusade occurs, less than 10% of those who
made a profession of faith are found to have any active membership
in a church or anyone can find them or even account for them. And
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10 years later—10 years after the campaign—Iess than 5%, so it
reverses. Less than 5% of the people who made a profession of faith
can be found in any way continuing their walk with God. So, the
numbers again: 5 years out from a campaign, less than 10% of the
people can be accounted for. Ten years out, less than 5% of the
people. All right, let's run some numbers. Let’'s say that in a city,
10,000 people responded and made a profession of faith after a
campaign—210,000. | think by any stretch of the imagination that
would be considered a very successful campaign. So 5 years later,
10%--so we have 1,000 of the 10,000. Ten years later we have 500,
so the numbers drop from 10,000 to 500 in 10 years.

Let’s look at a different model for a moment. Let’'s say that you didn’t
do it that way, but some guy decides that he is going to disciple—let’s
pick a number—12 guys, and let’'s say that he spends three years at
this and at the end of three years, one of these 12 is lost. So you
have 11 guys plus the original one. So 3 years—compare thatto 5
years—1000. That model, the crusade is way ahead. So let’s double
up; let's have another 3 years and now let's take those 12 and have
each one disciple 12 and you kick 1 out because it appears that you
will lose at least 1. So 6 years in, you have 144.

That's still well below 5 years and 1,000. Well, let’'s run the numbers
again; another 3 years, each of the 144 has 12; now you're at 9 years
into the process—that’s approaching 1,500. What's the numbers?
Ten years, 5%, five years, 10%, so at 9 years you have exceeded by
half as much again the best results of 5 years later. But have you
noticed something? One model represents a declining result; the
other model, over time, represents an ascending result.

This isn’t rocket science. Which model works? The evangelistic
campaign by the very best known evangelist or a model by a guy who
lived about 2,000 years ago who started small, and lo and behold, His
name, His work, His kingdom has spread throughout the whole earth
for centuries and it keeps getting stronger, not weaker. Maybe this
Jesus actually knew something about the love of God and the power
of the love of God and maybe with our campaigns we simply don’t
understand. We’'ve come up with a model to use current advertising
jargon that gives us a big “pop” right away—210,000, that’s a pretty big
“pop”, you can write that out. But over a period of 10 years when it
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goes down to 500, that represents an enormous waste of resources
and nothing we should be proud of. The results are not anything we
could be proud of.

Why do we keep doing it? - Perhaps because we don’t understand
the government of God. When you involve yourself with another
person to show the love of God to them, you are investing in a
permanent result and that's why it continues to improve. No, it's not
an immediate “pop”, but 2000 years of the model of Jesus Christ
leaves no doubt that that’s the way to do it.

The government of God exists to equip the saints for the work of the
ministry, not to produce super-heroes. Our model of the evangelistic
campaign produces the super-hero and hardly anything else. That's
why God is not allowing it to continue and it's also why God is
changing it by reintroducing this generation to the understanding of
the government of God. The evangelistic gift is meant for the
equipping of the saints; the gift of the evangelist is meant to impart to
the average believer something of the flavor of the love of God for the
lost. We have considered evangelists as only those people who
come to our meetings to try to raise money so they could go back to
the field. We need to change our thinking.

An evangelist in the 5-fold ministry—in the governmental ministry of
the Kingdom—is not sent to the world. He’s sent to the church for the
equipping of the saints. He [God] gave five gifts: apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors and teachers. The evangelist is given to impart
the love of God to the saved, so that the saved—the saints—might in
turn impart the love of God to those that God would bring to them like
a man in a tree, a woman by a well, a man by the gate of the temple.
God is drawing people to himself. The problem today is that fewer
and fewer people are available to show the love of God and part of
the reason is that we've sent away the evangelist.

Another reason is that we’re concentrating only on the final result.
We do not see that when you plant the seed of the love of God, it
may not—in that day—produce a result that you can see. And you
may die, you may move on, you may change venues and not know
what came from the work that you did in that day. But if it is the seed
of the love of God, planted in the heart of a desperate person, one
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thing is sure: that God is faithful to water it, watch over it, tend it and
eventually grant the increase. If you are not concerned about
whether or not another notch is cut in the base of your pistol or
another star is added to your chart and you’ll simply do the work
that's before you to do then you may be someone who plants the
seed of the love of God in a person’s heart or someone who comes
along and waters it. Or you may be the one who comes at the end of
the process, where the people are coming in.

However it happens, evangelism is not to be judged by any particular
result. Evangelism is the impartation of the love of God for the lost.
Now if you see it this way then we are constantly sowing and we're
constantly reaping. The Scriptures prophesy that in the last days, the
sower will overtake the reaper.

“ ‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when the reaper will
be overtaken by the plowman and the planter by the one
treading grapes. New wine will drip from the mountains and
flow from all the hills.” — Amos 9:13)

That means that there is so much to harvest, but the cycle of planting
IS SO great, that the sower overtakes the reaper. Ifit's the other way
around—the reaper overtakes the sower—then, indeed, you have
nothing to reap eventually. But it's the sower who overtakes the
reaper. Evangelism is sowing the seed of the love of God in the
hearts of people. Let’s receive the evangelist and let them charge us
again with the love of God and we’ll see new people coming in to the
body of Christ.
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THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD - PASTORS

How is the character of a believer changed so that he or she may
operate in power? God has bestowed five gifts to impart various
aspects of the character of God to the believer. These five gifts are
gifts of His government. The gifts, working in a person, will usually
transform how he or she sees the world. These gifts are: apostles,
prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers. In this chapter we want
to discuss the gift of pastor.

Ephesians 4:11-13
11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and

teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so

that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness
of Christ. NIV

The gift of pastor is the most commonly known but it is the least
understood and least appropriately practiced. In the Scripture, the
gift called “pastor” is the Greek word, “poimen” and occurs eighteen
times. Seventeen times it is translated “shepherd’ or “shepherds”, in
fact, the only time that it is translated “pastor” is in the book of
Ephesians. A friend of mine was in Mexico trying to explain this. The
problem that in Mexico the word for shepherd, in Spanish, is “pastor”.
If you are speaking in Spanish, the word “poimen” means “shepherd”
or “shepherds” all eighteen times.

A shepherd is someone who has been appointed to care for God’s
people in the manner in which a shepherd tends sheep in the natural.
This means that he is overseeing and watching the growth of people.
Here are some basic things about the analogy of sheep and
shepherds: one of them is that Jesus said,

John 10:27-28

27 My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they
follow me. NIV
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And

John 10:14-15

14 | am the good shepherd; | know my sheep and my
sheep know me—* NIV

With the respect to the dynamic of sheep and shepherd, the issue is
that of caring for God’s people. There is an intimacy that is inherently
implied; “My sheep hear my voice. The voice of another, they
will not hear.” the Scriptures say.

John 10:2-5
2 The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his

sheep. 3 The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep
listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads

them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on
ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know

his voice. © But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they
will run away from him because they do not recognize a
stranger's voice." NIV

My son-in-law has 52 sheep. He does not use sheep dogs to herd
them he simply walks around and they follow him. When it's time for
him to sell the sheep he doesn’t ask the new owner to come and load
them into a vehicle and take them away. Normally he will lead them
into the pens where they will be transported to the butcher because
they wouldn’t follow anybody else.

That's an interesting observation about sheep and shepherds, but if
we understand the analogy that gives rise to the word “poimen” we
understand that this cannot function in any other context except one
of intimacy. If you are talking about “administrator”, it can function
apart from intimacy. If you are talking about “teacher”, it can function
apart from the context of intimacy but “pastor” cannot because the
sheep hear the voice of the shepherd, the shepherd knows who the
sheep are and the sheep know who their shepherd is. This is a far
cry from today’s notion of “pastor”. Scripturally, a pastor would spend
time on a regular basis with every member of the congregation, he
would know, on a first-hand basis, every person in the congregation.
He would know the family members, and their problems. He would
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know what gifts the people were, their ministry, and their calling. He
would encourage them to pursue their calling and help them get
there. Unfortunately it simply does not happen in the institutional
church today.

The general rule today is that pastors believe that if you get into the
pulpit and preach a message, you are feeding sheep. If that’s true
then they ought to be blamed for the general condition of anemia that
Is characteristic of the condition of God’s people today. Generally,
God’s people are Biblically illiterate, have little in the way of faith and
they don't trust God. Most of God’s people today are afraid, and
disillusioned. If this is an indication of their care then their shepherd
is not doing very well. “My sheep hear my voice and they know
me and | know them.” This is a simple statement defining the
relationship that attends the word “shepherd”. If you are talking about
some other word—other than the word “pastor’—then it is
understandable that you might not be talking about “knowing”,
“intimacy”, “togetherness” and “awareness”. But if you are talking
about the word “shepherd”, those words must be included in the
definition.

Jesus knew the twelve whom God gave Him. He said, on one
occasion:

John 6:70

70 Then Jesus replied, "Have | not chosen you, the Twelve?
Yet one of you is a devil'" NIV

He knew every one of them. He had an intimate relationship with
them. He knew their destiny and their faults.

Matthew 16:18
18 And | tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.
NIV
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On another occasion, He said:

Luke 22:31-32
31 "Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you @ as wheat.

32 But | have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not
fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your
brothers." NIV

That's why Jesus may be properly described as the Good
Shepherd—He knew who the sheep were who were given to Him.
He didn’t claim any other, didn’t take any other, didn’t look for any
other and in fact, when He gave an account to God, He said

John 17:6-12

6 "| have revealed you @ to those whom you gave me out of
the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they

have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything

you have given me comes from you. 8 For | gave them the
words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew
with certainty that | came from you, and they believed that

you sent me. 9 | pray for them. | am not praying for the
world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.

10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory

has come to me through them. 11 | will remain in the world
no longer, but they are still in the world, and | am coming to
you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name —
the name you gave me — so that they may be one as we are

one. 12 while | was with them, | protected them and kept them
safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the
one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.
NIV

Jesus knew every one of them; He knew the ones God had given
Him. He sought for no other; He was not close to and intimate with
any other. He had twelve—that's who God gave Him. He loved the
world but He was not intimate with the world, He didn’t give an
account for the world. He didn’t say, “Father, the whole world that
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you have given me | have kept.” He spoke of the Twelve when He
gave an account. That's because He knew God would raise up
others. In fact on one occasion, using the metaphor of harvesting
and grain, He observed that the fields were white unto harvest, but
did not say to His disciples nor did He, himself, undertake the task of
going to harvest them. He said, “But pray you,” (you pray) “to the
Lord of the harvest to send laborers into the harvest field.”

Matthew 9:37-38
37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful

but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest,
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field." NIV

He knew there were twelve that He was given and for whom He was
accountable and concerning whom He was responsible. This is

so because the responsibility to raise someone in the Lord requires
you be intimately involved in their growth and development. Paul
refers to Timothy as his son in the Gospel and Paul was there on the
majority of the critical developments of Timothy’s life. For example,
when it was time for Timothy to be acknowledged as an apostle it
was Paul who laid hands on him and it was Paul who took him with
him from Lystra and Derbe, where he was attending the saints, to go
to Thessalonica etc. One of the critical factors relating to the care of
another is that the one who has been set to care for them should
know who they are “in the Lord”.

How are you going to raise someone in the way that they should go?
How are you going to help someone take up their destiny and pursue
their calling if you, yourself, have no idea who they are? If God has
set you to watch over the soul of another and to help raise them up in
the Lord, and you have no idea who they are, how are you going to
know how to do that? So God assigns you the care of another with
the intention that you seek the Lord and know what the ministry and
calling of that person is as well as encouraging them to reach that
goal. If you are unwilling to do that it is no wonder people have no
idea what their calling or gifting would be. The model we have for
church today has not produced a Godly effect. The pastor has a
vision for how his life ought to be lived. Then he recruits people to
come and support his vision, with their time, money, and giftings.
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He does not have a vision for their life; he has a vision for his own life
and his view of what it takes to serve God. He believes as a pastor
he is to recruit people to serve his vision for his life. Biblically, the
very opposite is true. If you pastor someone, you ought to know who
they are in the Lord. Not after their flesh, but after their spirit—and
you ought to watch over their souls as one who will give an account.

Heb 13:17

17 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They
keep watch over you as men who must give an account. NIV

Everyone has a destiny to be fulfilled but what keeps them from
fulfilling it, what delays their walking in it is the condition of their soul.
They might either be afraid, uninformed, or without understanding.
To simply say to people, “For heaven sake, get out there and do
something.” is folly. You, as the pastor, ought to know what their
calling is because God assigned them to you. “Have | not chosen
you twelve?” as Jesus would say, “And one of you has a devil.”
Jesus knew each one of them. “Simon, | have prayed for you, and
when you turn again, help your brothers.”

Jesus knew who each one was. If you don’t know who the people
are under your care it is impossible for you to give them godly
direction. You will give them general direction and that will keep them
immature. You ought to know who that person is, and help them hear
the Lord. You will help confirm they are hearing the Lord and you will
help them take the steps that they ought to take in moving on in the
Lord. You may go with them—sometimes when they are starting
out—or you may give them parts of your own work. You may help
supply them with resources and take them with you when you travel.

It's not very different from raising children. When my children have
come of age | do not any longer rule them as if they are small
children. | confirm their direction, | remind them of who they are, |
remind them of their gifts, | remind them of their calling, | help confirm
that they are supposed to take this step or that step, so they are
prepared for life and when they are released to function they have an
excellent chance of succeeding. That is what pastoring is. Pastoring
is not any different from being a father. A spiritual father and a
natural father, in the Lord, are not to be practiced any differently.
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It is a tragedy to see so many people attending a church but when
they have problems they will find anybody who would have some
wisdom or insight. | have commonly been approached by people in
churches in the day of their trouble and | will typically begin by asking,
“Who is your pastor?” or “Have you spoken to your pastor?” And the
answer is—uniformly—“Ah, he’s too busy taking care of the rest of
the church.” | think probably that's the thing that upsets me the most
about pastors... that they will give the excuse that they are busy
taking care of the church. | read in the Scriptures where a man had a
hundred sheep and one of them was lost. A good shepherd—one in
the model of Jesus, the perfect example of the shepherd—would
leave the ninety-nine and go and find the one.

Matt 18:12-13

12 "What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep,
and one of them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-
nine on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off?

13 And if he finds it, | tell you the truth, he is happier about
that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander
off. NIV

Today, there is practically no chance that any pastor is going to put at
risk the ninety-nine to try to go after the one. If that one requires an
intensive amount of time, if that one requires a significant expenditure
of other kinds of resources, including financial, there is a point at
which, after some perfunctory efforts are made, that person is simply
written off because it's easier to spend the same time and resources
getting ten new ones to come in rather than help the first one.

Jesus would not have done that and He defines the model of
shepherd. Today, the model of church government is papal—the
papa, the pastor, the father. | understand there is a pastor in Nigeria
who claims his church has one million members. It's amusing to think
these people are close, intimate members. What madness is this?
He has no clue as to who these people are.

If you are the shepherd, if God gave them to you, then God holds you
personally accountable for them. Many pastors today—even if they
have a hundred sheep—uwill place the institution ahead of the
individual. If the individual begins to demand more time than they can
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afford... we're not talking about somebody who has heard the
counsel of the Holy Spirit and simply refuses and rebels. Here is
simply someone who needs to be trained and raised. People are
coming into the body of Christ today from the world. There is no
concept of right and wrong, no concept of responsibility. It's going to
take a fair amount of time and consistent effort to try and change the
mindset of people like that.

After 9/11 the churches were flooded with people looking for
answers. They left shortly after they came because they found no
answers. These are the realities that need illumination and correction
right now. A shepherd is supposed to take care of the sheep. The
government of God, as it refers to the role of taking care of people,
has multiple levels of shepherds. I'm using the word because it is
found in the Scriptures; “poimen"—"“shepherd”, “shepherds”. Even
the word “pastor” means “shepherd. The fact that the word has been
poorly used and associated with un-Biblical things is no excuse for us
not to deal with it.

To be a shepherd of God’s people, foundationally, is to take care of
people. The result of the gift—the five-fold ministry gift of
“shepherd”—is that the people learn to take care of others, within the
measures that they have been given by the Holy Spirit. The word
“shepherd” or “shepherds” implies a governmental order for the taking
care of people that is beyond its limited use today. The term pastor
or shepherd today is to suggest an administrator or a preacher or the
principle figure in a congregational model. The Kingdom of God is
not a congregational model; the Kingdom of God is a national
model—that is, we are a nation.

1 Peter 2:9-10

9 But you are a chosen people, aroyal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light. NIV

The concept of pastor or shepherd has been applied in the
congregational model with the results of dividing the body. “These
sheep are my sheep and they are not yours.” The truth of the
matter is that they are not your sheep at all—they are the Lord’s
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sheep—and if you are going to be faithful in the care of these
people, they must be exposed to—and you must receive—the
apostle, prophet, evangelist and teacher, flowing through their lives
to give the impartations that will bring these people to maturity.
That will not happen if we view the “pastor” as he is known in
today’s church. He is the chief administrator, the principle
governmental figure.

Now | want to explore the term “pastor” within the context of several
other words. We will look at words like “elders”, “presbytery”,
“bishop”, and, of course, “pastor”. We want to put the word “pastor”
back in its context that will bring forth a more complete understanding
of the government of God. And we will see how, in that framework, it
is possible for everyone to touch the apostle, prophet, evangelist and
teacher because no one is owned so exclusively as to deny that form
of access necessary for the equipping of the saints.

God truly desires to care for His people. His care cuts across all
strata and runs through every facet of the government of God. The
pastor will delight in the day to day caring for and maturing of the
saint. The role of a pastor has to be more than someone who speaks
on Sundays at a church. He is intimately involved with the life and
the well-being of every member of the body of Christ. God’s care is
meant to be as personal and individual as you are. He does not
engage in group-caring because he knows better than use the “one
size fits all” model. He doesn’t simply put out information no more
than we would raise children in that fashion. God does not raise His
own children in general terms with unspecific attention and care.

People have a great concern with the feeling of “disconnect” with
what is perceived as the church. It is not possible for the present
model of church to do any different. The care of God’s people is
meant to operate on multiple levels. Let's say, a young man has just
married a wife. How is he to learn to be an appropriate husband?
And as they have children, how is he to learn how to care for his
children? Biblically, somebody has to have discipled him and made
him ready. He may be a person of good character but that only
gualifies him to be involved in a marriage.
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The daily life and activities is what requires oversight and
accountability. So the Scriptures say:

Hebrews 13:17

17 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They
keep watch over you as men who must give an account. NIV

The matter of being accountable must attend the feature of anyone
having authority. If God has appointed you over and given you
authority with respect to the life of another and if God expects that
“other” to submit to His authority operating through you, then whoever
has been appointed in this fashion by God must, himself, be
accountable. Otherwise it is a recipe for the abuse of authority and
for maligning the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Pastoring, shepherding, watching over the soul of another—all being
complimentary terms—is inherent in the purposes of God for the
maturing of those subject to God’s rule. Indeed every believer is
subject to God’s rule. If you happen to be assigned authority you
have authority not inherent to you, but you have the authority of
another. It is the Lord’s authority. To some extent you are standing in
the Lord’s place. Therefore, as a delegate of the Lord, you are
expected to be accountable. You must be held accountable through
oversight. God’s government that rules His Kingdom, is meant to
apply to the way people actually live. It is not merely a collection of
theologies to be advocated and membership to be secured based
upon how people agree or disagree to those tenets of religion. Itis
meant to be a way of life for people to live. The care of God for His
people is meant to take place at multiple levels.

We began at the level of a young man who just got married. How is
that young man to rule well his own house? Before he can become
an elder he must demonstrate the rule of Christ, ruling well his own
house. When he has children he has to rule so his children have
respect and honor for the things of the Lord. His wife should be
sober-minded and not regularly rebelling against his rule. That he is
not a carouser, drunkard, given to the pleasures of sin. He’s steady,
as befitting an example that we expect others to follow in the Lord.
So how do people get there? How do people become mature?
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It begins with the fact that, as a young man, he is under the rule of his
father. His father is then his pastor and as he grows up under the
rule of his pastor/ his father, he is made ready for marriage. He is
prepared for marriage in the ways that teach him consideration for
others, care for others, the discipline of hard work, and discipline of
restraint of various characteristics. If a young man comes to
marriage without having been disciplined and trained by his father,
the marriage is going to be an arduous and difficult road. Why are
there so many divorces? Indeed, it makes no difference whether one
is a believer or a non-believer. It should have, but it does not.
Routinely we see people coming to marriage who are unprepared.

As a young man growing up, his godly father is the one that God
expects to watch over his soul. The Scriptures do not say, “Let the
church ‘pastor’ watch over the soul of the young man”. It says,
“Fathers,” in Ephesians 6;

Ephesians 6:4

4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring
them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. NIV

In the present framework of the institutional church, the roles have
been taken over by church leadership. Nowhere in the Scriptures is
there even a hint that the pastor of a young man—or a young
woman—is anyone but his or her father, particularly when the father
himself is a believer.

The typical institutional church invites the whole family to come to the
church and promises that there is a teacher for dad, a teacher for
mom, as well as the various ages of the kids. By doing this, we take
from men the responsibility that God has given them to grow up and
become mature and raise their own children properly. Few men are
gualified to be elders in the church today. The church has been ruling
in their homes, by the church pastor taking the role of the fathers,
relieving the fathers of the duty to grow up in the maturity of the
things of God. As a result, there are few who are qualified to be
elders because the basic foundation in which an elder is trained is
that he “rules well his own house.” That's what Paul said to Timothy

1 Timothy 3:4-5
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4 He must manage his own family well and see that his
children obey him with proper respect. NIV

If the church takes away the duty of the father to raise his children
properly, then the father has no other responsibility in God’s
perspective. Therefore that father—failing in his pastoral duty—uwill
never mature. One of the older men... one of the elders will train the
father to be a father. This brings us to what the Bible speaks about
as the government of God, relative to pastors. His function is the
care of people; the form however, has multiple layers and they
revolve around three other words. What you do caring for people—
shepherding the souls of people. The analogy is to a shepherd and
sheep. It's used, because of a need for the sheep to be tended and
cared for.

The government of God is not meant to operate on a congregational
basis but on a national basis. Note the following Scripture, God’s
people are a holy nation—we are one people.

1 Peter 2:9-10

9 But you are a chosen people, aroyal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light. NIV

Jesus said, “Let them be one, Father, as you are in me and | am in
you, let them be one in us.”

John 17:20-22
20 "My prayer is not for them alone. | pray also for

those who will believe in me through their message, 21
that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me
and | am in you. May they also be in us so that the world
may believe that you have sent me.” NIV

And Paul said,

1 Corinthians 1:13
13 |s Christ divided? NIV
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The fact that pastors have no trouble dividing God’s people into their
own individual flocks does not mean that the heart of God or the
Scriptures have changed relative to the truth that we are one people.
God’s government was meant to be operational over a nation of
people, not over individual congregations. We develop a problem
when we superimposition the government of God upon a form that is
inherently at odds with the government of God—the form of a
congregation.

In the role of pastor there are multiple layers of care but the word
“pastor” itself means: “to care for people.” Caring for the people
takes into account several other words and functions. In addition to
“poimen” or “pastor” is the word “elder”; the word “presbyter” or
“presbuteros” in the Greek; and the word “bishop” or “episkope”.
These are all related to the care of sheep. “Elder”... we know it is
related to the care of sheep because in Acts 20, Paul meets with the
elders at the church of Ephesus and says to them;

Acts 20:28-29
28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which

the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. & Be shepherds of the
church of God, which he bought with his own blood. NIV

There is no conflict here between elders and shepherds. When you
refer to shepherd, you are referring to the function; when you refer to
elder, you are referring to the person and when you refer to
presbyter, you are referring to the form and when you refer to bishop,
you also refer to something of the function and certainly something of
the form. Let’s look at the meaning of these words. An elder is
described as one older in the Lord, one of maturity, who has gone
through most everything that anyone who is growing up in the Lord
will have experienced. He has learned how to rule well his own
house, having his children in subjection with all gravity, having his
wife be not a contentious woman. What he has learned he is able to
impart. Therefore, being a shepherd is being older and more mature
for the purpose of making a disciple. Jesus sent us into the world not
just to make converts, but to make disciples; learners after the
fashion of Jesus Christ.

1 Timothy 4:14
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14 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee
by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery.
KJV

To the “elders” Paul would often say,

1 Timothy 5:17-18
17 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are

worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is
preaching and teaching. NIV

Among the presbytery you will have multiple qualifications, that is:
elders who have the capabilities of serving in different ways. This is
true because this is God’s local government to take care of the
people. Taking care of the people is primarily to look after their
spiritual well being. Another entire level—not of elders, but of those
with the gift of helps—is the function of deacons, which are
manifestations of the gifts of helps. They tend more to the physical
needs of people. The spiritual needs of people are being taken care
of by the elders.

In taking care of their spiritual needs, one of the responsibilities of
elders is to bring discipline to the body of Christ. Paul writes to the
elders of Corinth, concerning a man who was living with his father’s
wife. He gives them instructions as to how to deal with this man
including such things as, “If he will not turn, hand him over to Satan
for the destruction of his flesh so that his spirit may be saved in the
day of the Lord”.

1 Corinthians 5:5

5 hand this man over to Satan, so that the sinful nature @ may
be destroyed and his spirit saved on the day of the Lord. NIV

The discipline and care of the church is to be accomplished by elders.

Teaching, training and instructing in ways of righteousness is also to
be accomplished by elders. Elders, for example, are to be apt to
teach. Today, the idea is that as the pastor you are the preacher,
and the teacher. Scripture shows we are not a congregational model,
we are a governmental model for a national entity. The people of
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God are a nation among the nations. But even in a congregational
model we have one pastor. The elders usually see themselves as
supportive of the pastor. That's nonsense; Biblically that simply is not
accurate because the elders form a presbytery, who take care of and
pastor the people. Admittedly, if it is your congregation and your
vision, you don’'t want anybody else competing with you for
leadership. The congregational model is about the work of an
individual to which he recruits others in a subordinate position. That
Is not Biblical; it's not a model that is in the Scriptures.

Why do you think that there are so many problems with the
institutional church? Its very structure often is unbiblical so the things
that are in the Scripture can not function as they were meant to
function. “Pastor” then is the function, “elders” are older men;
“presbyters” represent the entire government in that locality. In that
government you will have elders who rule well so if there are disputes
among the believers, elders are equipped to resolve it because they
are ruling elders. There are elders who teach, as well as elders who
serve in administration etc. Remember, this is not a congregational
thing. If it is a congregational model, the obvious question is, “Who is
the chief elder?” But it is not a congregational model; they work
together much as a city government would. We will talk more about
this later.

Finally there is “episkope” or “bishop” and that term is often used not
only as a noun but also a verb, “to bishop your soul”, “the bishop and
shepherd of our souls”. That's an overseer. In that function you look
at the broad sweep of what is necessary and you may appoint others
to take care of the individual needs but you are finally the one
responsible. Somewhat like this: as the “bishop” over my wife’s soul,
| do not provide her with dental services even when she needs it. |
oversee the need so that if she needs dental services | encourage
her to go to the dentist and | pay her bill. I'm overseeing her,
watching over her, shepherding her in the sense of an overseer or a
bishop but it is the dentist who does the job. | help her select the
dentist if she needs my help, but | certainly pay for it because it is my
function in watching over her soul to provide that oversight for her.
To put this all together, you have people under the care of the Lord
who are watched over by older ones in the Lord. The elders work
together as a presbytery so that all the needs are met and they have

102



oversight of the whole body of Christ in an area. Their function is to
shepherd and care for the people.

Pastor is “poimen”, elder is older, presbytery is a group and
“episkope” or bishop is the watching over, seeing to it that it is done,
“the buck stops here.” That's a government. The care of God’s
people sometimes is very personal and sometimes it functions
broadly in a group. Sometime one person can meet the need and
sometimes it requires multiple persons to meet the need under the
oversight of someone who has that capability. The government of
God, in the pastoral model is meant to function over a nation of
people and not over a congregation. If you try to force it on a
congregation it will produce the “chief elder” which is an unbiblical
result.

THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD - TEACHERS

God gave five gifts to equip the saints for the work of their ministry,
for the building up of the body of Christ that the body might come to
unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God and become
mature to the fullness of the stature that belongs to Christ.

Ephesians 4:11-13

11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and

teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so

that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity
in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become

mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

NIV

In the apostolic gift, order, power and revelation are imparted to the
saint. In the prophetic gift, the confidence that every saint not only
has been designed to hear God in their spirits but regularly hear God
and therefore are prepared for the future. The evangelist imparts to
the saint the love of God for the lost and we are stirred out of our
prejudices and inertia that classically shape our thinking. Our history
is to remain very closed and remain only with people with whom we
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are not threatened. The evangelist will move us forward in the
demonstration of the love of God for others. That gift comes to us
and animates the body of Christ with respect to the love of God for
the lost. God doesn’t simply bring people to himself but He cares for
them. He grows them up through the gift of the pastor so that they
become capable of taking hold of their inheritance and operating in
the power of God. His care is designed so we are able to fulfill our
destiny. He will empower and develop sufficient character so that we
are able to demonstrate the power of the King and His Kingdom, but
also to demonstrate the character of the King, whom we represent.

Now let’s look at the gift of “teacher”. The believer is put into the
world not simply to be a reclusive and elusive figure. We are to be a
demonstration of Him on the earth.

Matthew 5:13-16

13 "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its
saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good
for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.

14 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be

hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to

everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine
before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise
your Father in heaven. NIV

Our presence in the world brings light.

The world portrays Christians as people who have no insightful
understanding of the times and the issues. It is almost as though we
are irrelevant. What's interesting is that among Christians today
there is a widespread move toward embracing postmodernism.
Postmodernists’ feels, in practical terms that modernism has failed.
The institutional church, in connection with the government, industry
and the representative of the philosophy called “modernism” are
subscribing to this concept. The philosophy of modernism; largely of
profit-motivation and gain has produced all forms of injustice:
economic, social, and environmental. Therefore, since it is apparent
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from the results that this view of modernism has failed, then
Postmodernism is an acceptable new direction to begin to explore
what might be alternatives.

Postmodernism is gaining widespread acceptance even in the
churches, especially among the older evangelicals. The reason is the
failure to receive the gift of the “teacher” and even the failure to
understand what the gift of the “teacher” is. The Scriptures say that a
teacher is someone who “...equips the saints to be able to give an
answer for the reason of the hope that lies within you.”

1 Peter 3:15-16

15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give
the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with
gentleness and respect, NIV

What has happened to us is that the teachers have been perceived
as the “opinion leaders” who are able to grab the microphone, and
have the television camera focus on their faces so that they could
teach the people. For many decades, in charismatic and evangelical
circles, the predominance of the popular opinion has reigned. But if
you are simply teaching un-anointed philosophy, you will eventually
come to the place where the proof that the philosophy was wrong
becomes unmistakable. Beginning in the 70’s the institutional church
and its teachers began to speak a political doctrine to the body of
Christ—people like, Rousas John Rushdoony, the author of Christian
Reconstructionism, and his son-in-law, Gary North, wrote a series of
articles, and books. They were prolific writers influencing the
foundation of Christian political activism.

It was un-anointed teaching, reasoning from Scripture to political

expediency and it launched the church on a direction of embracing
one political party over another. The results of this were a betrayal,
by the political system, of the hope and faith and confidence placed
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